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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ 
General Federation of Iraqi Women 
Secretariate of Information 
and Public Relations 


Baghdad Meeting for Women of the 
World 
4-8 March 1985 


Introduction 


On the occasion of the 16th anniversary of the General 
Federation of Iraqi Women, Iraqi Womans Day, and 
International Woman's Day and at the invitation of the 
General Federation of Iraqi Women the Baghdad Meeting 
for Women of the World was held on 4-8 March, 1985. 261 
representatives of 65 countries and 16 international and 
regional organizations took part. 


The Meeting was under the auspices of President 
Saddam Hussein and lasted five days. The first day was 
dedicated to the celebration of Iraqi Woman's Day. The 
following days were dedicated to the sessions of the 
Meeting and activities accompanying it. The participants in 
the Meeting listened to the speeches of the delegations 
which reviewed the experiences of their countries to 
promote women’s status within the objectives of the UN 
Decade for Women. Several working papers prepared by 
the General Federation of Iraqi Women were submitted 
dealing with Iraq's experience in women's emancipation 
and enhancement of their position in various fields. 


Participating delegations expressed their admiration 
for the progress achieved by Iraqi women and full care 
provided by the Political Leadership of the Arab Ba’th 
Socialist Party and Revolution headed by President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 


The Meeting was a good opportunity provided by the 
General Federation of Iraqi Women several months before 
the Nairobi Conference at the end of the UN Decade for 
Women to exchange views on women's issues and 
formulate a common perspective on these issues. This 
should help to develop constructive ideas on the topics to 
be discussed by the Nairobi Conference, especially as 
regards the strategy of women’s emancipation up to 
2000 AD. 


The participating delegations were received by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. In his address he stressed the 
constant position of the Leadership of the Party and 
Revolution on Woman's cause and his personal concern for 
the progress of Iraqi women as well effective participation in 
the process of building and development. At the end of the 
Meeting a statement was issued stressing the need to 
formulate a minimum of joint position on the strategies for 
the period up to 2000 A.D. and obstacles impeding 
implementation of these strategies and release women's 
resources. The-most important of these obstacles is lack of 
stability and peace in the world. 


The participants also sent a cable to President 
Saddam Hussein expressing their admiration for his con- 
structive role in support of the movement for Iraqi women's 
emancipation at economic. social and political levels. They 
also sent a.cable to the UN Secretary General. Chairman of 
the Security Council. Amnesty International. International 
Red Cross and Council of Non-governmental Organizations 
calling on them to take immediate measures to put an end 
to the atrocious practices carried out by the Iranian regime 
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against Iraqi POWs. 


Various activities were organized and the delegations 
were able to get acquainted with the activities of Iraqi 
women in various fields as well as with the cultural 
development achieved by Iraq despite the conditions of the 
war imposed on it. 


Baghdad Meeting for Women of the World was a major 
event in the UN Decade for Women. Therefore, it ts 
appropriate to publish its main documents to make them 
available to our sisters and friends from various parts of the 
world. We hope these documents will contribute to the 
promotion of women’s status all over the world. 


Secretariat of Information and 
Public Relations 
General Federation of Iraqi Women 


Text of 
President Saddam Hussein’s Address 
at Reception of Women’s Delegations 
to Baghdad Meeting of World’s Women 
March 8, 1985 


Comrade Manal Younis should not be the last speaker, 
because this leads to a special psychological atmosphere. 


It is only natural that | feel happy to meet Iraqis. On the 
other hand, | appreciate their enthusiasm and high degree 
of readiness to defend their country and the human values 
of our march planted here to be defended by them in the 
name of the whole humankind. 


Welcome to all sisters in their country Iraq. Welcome to 
all friends from all over the world in Baghdad. The capital of 
lraq, Baghdad is a city for all Arabs, because it is a bastion 
of their heritage as well as human heritage for the whole 
mankind. 


| am pleased to attend this meeting, and | am pleased 
with its results, because you represent free human opinion 
and defend a just cause, namely that of women in the world 
as a whole. Women have been active in building and 
struggle while fighting for their own cause as well. 


You have seen Baghdad perhaps more than once. 
However, not everyone saw it 16 years ago, especially 
non-Arab ladies. They have read about ancient Baghdad, 
but we lIragis felt ashamed when a foreigner visited 
Baghdad, because there was no resemblance between the 
city in the history books and the city whicy the traveller 
found undeveloped and lacking any kind of progress of 
which man could be proud. 
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lraq is a country with known human heritage. However. 
the percentage of Iraqis who were barefooted was high. 
and the percentage of illiteracy was more than 70 per cent. 
A large proportion of people suffered from malnutrition. Iraqi 
children were deprived of the simplest things enjoyed by 
children elsewhere in the world. Iragi women were captive 
in the general prison of the regime as well as the prison of 
outdated ideas of society. 


What you see today, however, both as regards women 
or Iraqis in general, was quite different 16 years ago. The 
fruits you see today are those of 16 years of effort in 
addition to the originality derived from the long established 
history of the people of Iraq. 


Our Party linked the liberation of society and the 
emancipation of women at an early stage. It has always 
regarded emancipation of women as an important task, not 
only for women, but also as a national, revolutionary and 
human task for Iraqis as well as the Arab nation. On this 
basis was Iraqis’ struggle which the Arab Ba’th Socialist 
Party has led with distinction. 


The comrades you see today, such as Comrade Manal 
Younis, President of the Federation, and other comrades 
here, were members of the underground organisation 
fighting against the reactionary and dictatorial regimes in 
addition to undertaking other responsibilities within the 
Party. As evidence of the attention given by the Party and 
its leadership to the woman's cause, | was in charge of this 
underground organisation when Comrade Manal was still a 
young secondary school student. 
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Following the success of the Revolution. the task of 
lraqi women fighters was a continuation of their task. 
although new forms. concepts and transformations have 
since appeared. Under the Revolution the present tasks are 
a continuation of their task during the period of underground 
action aimed to rid Iraa of obstacles hindering realization of 
lragis potential and resources to express themselves and 
the human orinciples they believe in. The Shah of Iran 
began his plots with the active support of some major 
powers. through provocation of border disputes and inciting 
problems in Iraq. The Iraqi people. however. were aware at 
an early stage of the dangers to the Revolution and that 
they should defend it and build Iraq to become part of 
humanity in its developed perspective of life and man as 
well as extending support to Arab brothers and other 
peoples. The process of building started with modest 
resources. Once we even sold the site of a military camp in 
an area of Baghdad you may visit. We did so to finance a 
project for people. We also found that Iraq was indeed rich 
and needed only two factors: people who work actively and 
with firm will, unaffected by reactionary forces which have 
designs against Iraq. Thank God, both are present. 


We began to build Iraq. Baghdad has become as you 
see it today, and other Iraqi cities have developed too. In 
our opinion, man is extremely important, because he is the 
means as well as the end. Without man, aspirations cannot 
be achieved even though the intentions may be good and 
ideas may be sound. Iraqis are now proud of this great 
edifice. These are students, university teachers, media 
men, researchers or Iraqi women anywhere or fighters 
defending this country and its borders. 
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He who does not believe in freedom for the people will 
not give women freedom and he who does not believe in 
the human cause in general will not understand women 
and, consequently, will not understand their rights and 
duties. 


Those fighting for women’s rights and duties in Iraq are 
not women only but also men who are at the forefront of this 
struggle. Since an early stage, we have ensured man’s 
participation in defence of women’s rights at an even more 
active level and that of Iraqi women, so as not to provoke 
reactionary trends in some men. It is Iraqi men who are 
mainly responsible for achieving Iraqi women’s rights and 
have remained so. Indeed, Iraqi women, too. have ever 
been up to our expectations. 


The messages sent to the leadership of the Arab Ba'th 
Socialist Party during the period of clandestine activity were 
delivered by an Iraqi woman and an Iraqi child. Thus, Iraqi 
women and children played a part in our struggle as well 
as applying human concepts. 


As you know, since a large number of Iraqi men are at 
the front, Iraqi women today are filling the roles of mothers 
and house manager, as well as worker, in many fields: as 
university teacher, physician, member of the Party, member 
of the National Assembly, trade unions, professional 
Organisations and other decision-making posts. 


From here | would like to thank again the esteemed 
lraqi women. They have not failed those who have always 
been confident that women should play their role on an 
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equal footing with men, although roles and abilities may 
differ from one field to another. Without man and woman, 
there cannot be life. A balanced family, able to understand 
its rights and duties cannot exist unless there is balance 
between rights and duties and in the human relationship 
between man and woman. 


Indeed, comparison between the achievements in Iraq 
and elsewhere as regards the women’s role shows that 
other peoples made considerable sacrifices. When | say 
women’s role | mean their full human and social role rather 
than their legal rights. Thank God, Iraq has not had to make 
sacrifices, in order to obtain rights for women because ail 
lraqis believe in these rights and fight for them. There have 
been no sacrifices or problem in return for this achieve- 
ment. Men of religion, jurists, media men as well as 
workers, farmers and military all believe that what has been 
achieved for women, and what should further be achieved, 
is part of the true expression of humanity in every man as 
well as his national duty because without a balanced 
society in every respect concerning rights and duties not all 
lraq’s resources can be mobilized and it would not be 
possible to defend it without all these resources. 


When the war broke out we were aware, right from the 
beginning, that the purpose of it was to destroy what had 
been achieved, or at least to delay implementation of our 
plans and programmes. The main purpose was to destroy 
man’s character, to force us back to the state or retardation 
in the view of life and ability to express life in various fields. 
This was evident to all lragis from north to south and from 
east to west at all levels. The aim of the aggression was 
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very clear, namely to destroy our experiment. There are two 
different mentalities. One is intent on taking the whole 
society back to the worst possible conditions that prevailed 
hundreds of years ago in our region. The other mentality is 
part of the modern age although based on its own particular 
characteristics. This mentality is intent on playing a 
pioneering role to serve the interests of Iraqis, the Arab 
nation and the whole humankind. They are two heteroge- 
nous mentalities. It is possible to understand the different 
intellectual background and differences in human attitudes 
between Iraq and Iran by asking which is building and 
progressing in thought, conduct and human and interna- 
tional relationships and which is going backward; which 
people are content and which rulers won their people on the 
first day, but started to lose them day after day, and month 
after month? Indeed, Iragis have never been so enthusias- 
tic and willing to undertake the tasks of building as they are 
today. They are determined to do so now, even more than 
in the first months and years of the July 1976 Revolution. 
Those who start from modest premises of popular support 
can muster the support of the whole people and play a 
leading role in the march. These are different from those 
who exploit people's discontent with a regime to win them 
over, only to start losing them day after day, month after 
month and year after year. This, in brief, is the difference 
between the two images: There is backwardness in Iran 
and progress in Iraq. 


Since the beginning, our calculations have not been 
based on material factors despite their significance under 
war conditions. However, ethical, intellectual and humanita- 
rian calculations have been a crucial factor in our confi- 
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dence that the reactionary agression carried on by the 
lranian regime will reap nothing but failure. 


On the basis of comparison between those who 
represent the modern age and do not oppose human 
concepts, and those who endeavour to undermine them, 
we have been since the very beginning, fully confident that 
Iraq will achieve victory. 


The international community has tried all means with 
lran’s rulers. Islamic conferences, Non-aligned confer- 
ences, and the Security Council called on the Iranian 
regime to put an end to the war. Whereas Iraq has accepted 
all these calls, the Iranian regime has rejected them and 
has been determined to occupy Iraq and there set up a 
regime similar to their own. Leaving the Iraqis’ position 
aside, because it is well known, we belive the Iranians 
themselves would not approve of setting up a regime in Iraq 
similar to the present one in Iran. We believe Iranian 
peoples reject this, because they do not accept the worst 
situation in the history of human civilisation. A progressive 
regime building with reason and interacting with human 
factors and concepts, is certainly better for the Iranian 
peoples than the presence of yet another backward regime 
in a neighbouring country. The dream of the Iranian rulers is 
impossible to realize. They have found out for themselves 
that they are wrong. However, they raised slogans and they 
cannot go back on them. In addition, they are neither 
brave nor do they believe in people and, consequently, they 
cannot admit they are wrong. Bravery is not a matter of 
merely carrying arms. Genuine bravery is when man 
defends a human outlook to life. As for leaders, their 
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bravery lies in the brave decisions they take on the basis of 
awareness, taking full responsibility for them when they find 
this is necessary. 


The Iranian regime has started to shell our towns. They 
have been shelling Basra and before that they shelled 
several towns. Naturally, we are capable of shelling them. 
They and the whole world know that when we strike back 
we do this harder, using capabilities which are superior to 
theirs, when calculated in technical terms. However, the 
shelling of towns is painful to us, because the victims are 
innocent people from Irag and Iran and because we are well 
aware that the majority of Iranians do not believe in the 
course followed by Iran’s rulers and the quagmire into 
which they have led their peoples. 


We have repeatedly warned them, but they have 
insisted on shelling our towns. We announced that we are 
capable of striking targets in 30 Iranian towns simul- 
taneously. However, we instructed the General Command 
of the Armed Forces to choose targets in two towns only, 
and warned that if they continued their shelling, we would 
be forced to strike other targets. Our aim is not to kill the 
largest possible number, but rather to persuade Iranian 
peoples that their rulers are wrong and that the right course 
for them is peace and peaceful coexistence between them 
and Iraq and the countries of the region. 


We are determined to enhance women’s status just as 
we are determined to pursue all our own principles. These 
are indivisible, because we cannot believe in man’s correct 
role if he does not believe in woman’s right course. If 
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principles are divided, genuine belief in principles will be 
negatively affected. | call upon delegations from all over the 
world to depend on Iraqis in expressing the true human 
perspective of society as a whole, including the second half 
of society, that is, Iraqi women. 


Thank you. 
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Cable to President Saddam Hussein 


The participants in the Baghdad Meeting for Women of 
the World held on 4-8 March extend their thanks and 
appreciation to the government and people of Iraq for their 
kind reception and hsopitality. 


We admire your constructive role in support of 
women’s emancipation in Iraq at economic, social and 
political levels making them full partners in decision-making 
as well as building and liberation of society. 


We hail your revolutionary belief in women and placing 
political decision in the service of the issues of their 
emancipation and progress, reflecting cultural awareness 
by regarding women equal partners of men and capable of 
shouldering the burdens of the battle of challenge and 
building as well as helping men who are carrying out their 
tasks at the battlefront. 


We thank you for receiving the delegations to the 
Meeting and giving us the opportunity to listen to you and 
converse with you. 


We believe in the necessity of putting an end to the 
Gulf war. We, therefore, support you and hail your initiatives 
for just peace to guarantee stability and security in the 
region. 
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We extend our congratulations on the occasion of Iraqi 
women’s celebrations and thank you for facilitating the 
holding of the Meeting where women from all over the world 
have gathered. We wish your leadership continuous suc- 
cess and victory with God’s aid and blessing. 


Participants in the Baghdad Meeting 


for Women of the World 
4-8 March, 1985 
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To: Secretary General, 
Security Council Chairman. 


We the women of the Baghdad gathering have 
assembled here from March 4 to 8, 1985, to discuss 
women’s conditions within the framework of the objectives 
of the UN women’s decade: equality, development, peace. 


Our gathering, being a forum supporting women’s 
rights as a vital part of human rights and touches on an 
important humane cause, that is — the prisoners of war: 
husband, father, son and brother. We appeal to you to take 
immediate action to put an end to the sufferings of POW’s 
in the Gulf war, and to ensure their treatment in accordance 
with the provisions of the Geneva Convention. 


We appeal to you to put an end to the tortures and 
massacre perpetuated against these prisoners before the 
very eyes of the International Red Cross Committee (ICRC) 
representatives, an act strongly condemmed by Amnesty 
International. 


We support Iraq in its initiatives to exchange POW's 


and we appeal to you to exert all possible efforts to 
implement these principles. 
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Final Declaration 
of 
The Baghdad Gathering For World 
Women 
Baghdad, March 4 - 8, 1985 


To mark Iraqi Woman Day, March 4-8, 1985, which 
coincides with the 16th anniversary of the General Federa- 
tion of Iragi Women, and the 75th anniversary of Interna- 
tional Women Day, the meeting of Baghdad Gathering for 
World Women has been held in which 261 figures, 65 
states and 16 regional and international organizations have 
participated. 


During the gathering, delegates exchanged views to 
reach common understanding. The convening of the 
gathering comes as part of Iraq's continuous efforts in 
following up the objectives set by the UN Decade for 
Women: Equality, Development, and Peace. 


The Baghdad Meeting appreciated the General Fed- 
eration of Iraqi Women’s efforts to bring together such a 
large number of world women who are struggling for 
woman's emancipation and the liberation of society. 


24 


The Baghdad Meeting also congratulated Iraq on the 
occasion of the 16th anniversary of the establishment of the 
General Federation of lraqi Women. It also hailed the Iraqi 
women's struggle and perseverance in the battle for 
construction, and their shouldering of the whole responsibil- 
ity while men are fighting in the battlefront. 


lraqgi women now enjoy equal rights at all political, 
economic, cultural and social levels. They are extensively 
involved in the development process and new spheres 
have been opened for them. Unlike a large number of 
developing countries, Iraqi women are now employed in 
higher positions with wages higher than the minimum 
payment level. Women made a qualitative leap in their state 
of affairs, thanks to the presence of a political decision and 
the will to amancipate women and to link this process with 
overall liberation of society, together with the need and the 
inevitability of their involvement in the development pro- 
cess. 


The role of Iraqi women was exceptional during the 
second half of the Decade due to the difficult war 
conditions. While they are trying to build the homeland, they 
are mobilizing efforts in support of men at the battlefront. 


lraqi women, represented by the General Federation of 
lraqgi Women, spared no effort in supporting Palestinian and 
Lebanese women and all liberation movements in the 
world. They also condemned both aparthied and Zionism 
for their collaboration against the Palestinians and the 
African people. 
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The Baghdad Meeting was a good opportunity to 
exchange experiences and to review their accomplish- 
ments and the obstacles that impelled the full realization of 
the Decade's objectives and the strategies for the year 
2000. 


The delegates also reviewed issues closely connected 
with women’s emancipation, the full realization of their 
rights, releasing their energies, ensuring a state of stability 
and peace which may guarantee their active contribution to 
national development and construction, directing their 
human and natural resources for the welfare of mankind 
and solving draught and famine problems on our planet. 


The Baghdad Meeting yielded common understanding 
as regards the objectives of the UN Women’s Decade in 
development, peace and equality. It also sees women 
emancipation as an integral part of the liberation of society 
and that comprehensive and independent development 
requires women’s full participation in economic, social, 
political and cultural activities on equal footing with men. 
This cannot be attained without peace and _ stability 
necessary for realising her energies; peace based on 
justice and balanced international relations. 


However, the Baghdad Meeting notes with concern the 
instability and the hot spots in the region, mainly the 
Arab-Zionist conflict and the Gulf War. It reiterates its full 
support of all peace initiatives to restore stability and lasting 
and just peace in the region. 


The delegates believe that the Gulf War which has 
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been going on for years requires public mobilization. 
especially by women to stop the draining of human and 
economic resources needed for the development of the 
Third World countries and their independence. Therefore. 
efforts in this direction, particularly the Iraqi initiative must 
be supported to restore peace to the region. The Meeting 
also expresses full support to UN resolution and interna- 
tional mediation efforts made by the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment and the Islamic Conference Organization. 


The realization of the objectives of the UN Womens 
Decade in the Third World Countries could have been 
made possible, if it were not for international polarization 
andsubservience,economic crisis in the capitalist world and 
its adverse consequences on developing countries, the 
arms. race that drains the resources of the Third World. 


Despite the equality — in theory - between men and 
women, there still exists discrimination, particularly in 
employment and education and job distribution on the basis 
of sex which continues to dominate. 


Women's involvement in development, however, re- 
mains marginal despite the efforts made in this respect, a 
situation which could reduce her required role in the 
realization of just peace through releasing her energies and 
consequently her participation in the decision making 
process on the economic and social levels, nationally, 
regionally and internationally. 


The Baghdad Meeting, therefore, asserts the need for 
reaching a bottom-line of common understanding as far as 
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future strategies for the year 2000 are concerned. 


The delegates believe that among the obstacles 
impeding the implementation of these strategies and 
consequently the full release of women's energies is the 
lack of stability and peace which can only be realized by: 


1. The need to reach a just and comprehensive settle- 
ment of the Palestinian issue based on the UN Security 
Council's resolutions which stipulate for the right of the 
Palestinian people to self-determination and the estab- 
lishment of a sovereign independent Palestinian state 
under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nization (PLO), the sole and legitimate representative 
of the Palestinian people. 


2. The ending of the Zionist occupation of South Lebanon 
to assert Lebanon’s Arab character and unity. 


3. The need to end the lraq-lran war through negotiations 
to ensure the restoration of peace to the region and to 
serve the interest of the two neighbouring countries. 


4. The eradication of the racist regime of South Africa, 
extending full support to African liberation movements 
and the women’s role in these movements and 
condemning the dubious alliance between the racist 
regimes of South Africa and the Zionist entity. 


5. The need to support all liberation movements in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America and women’s struggle within 
these movements towards the realization of independ- 
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ence and liberation from all forms of exploitation to 
enable them to utilize their national resources without 
foreigh interference. 


6. The halting of the arms race and nuclear armament in 
land. air. sea and space and demanding disarmament. 
Thus. benefiting from technologies. especially nuclear 
technology. for peaceful purposes for the improvement 
of the Third World Countries to help them confront the 
serious crises like draught and famine which claim the 
lives of millions of people. 


Third World women suffer from double suppression: 
firstly. because of the prevalence of backwardness. sub- 
servience and international exploitation in their societies 
and secondly because of the backward economic. social. 
political and cultural systems which have minimized their 
natural role and deprived them of occupying decision 
making positions. 


Therefore, the struggle for womens emancipation 
should be launched on two parallel levels; firstly abolishing 
exploitation and subservience and establishing a new 
international economic order based on balanced relations 
and just distribution of resources. Secondly, struggling to 
change backward economic, social, political and cultural 
structures and systems. 


Just peace is indivisible; peace and security are the 
rights of every nation on earth, therefore, the Baghdad 
gathering reaffirms the need to support peace, to put an 
end to wars through the actions by the Third World and 
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consequently the fulfilment of all objective requirements, so 
as to take control of decision making to ensure a better 
future for itself. 


Baghdad 
8th March. 1985 
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GENERAL FEDERATION OF IRAQI WOMEN 
HEADQUARTERS 


BAGHDAD MEETING FOR WOMEN OF 


THE WORLD IN FRAME 
OF THE AIMS OF DECADE OF WOMEN 
AND DEVELOP MENT 
(EQUALITY - DEVELOPMENT - PEACE 


4-8 MARCH 1985) 


Rural Woman And 
Comprehensive Rural Development 
In lraq 
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Introduction 


The agricultural question occupies an advanced posi- 
tion in the interests of the Party and Revolution, including 
the necessity to develop this sector, decrease avowed 
disparity in living standards and income between rural and 
urban areas, and enable the rural people — and the woman 
in particular — to actively contribute in building the new 
society, which regards the rural development an integral 
part of the national development plans in a perspective 
preserves sectoral balance and coordination to all social 
development sectors in the country. 


Since the first year of the Revolution, a number of 
measures were taken to achieve qualitative and quantita- 
tive development in the rural economy, either on the 
agricultural production level or public services. Previous 
experiences in fields of rural development paved the way to 
think of an overall strategy for rural development that takes 
into consideration the question of eradicating backward- 
ness due to population dispersion, through preparing new 
design for villages, like the towns. 


since 1970-1974 and 1976-1980, development plans 
have achieved their goals in transferring Iraq from the 
backward agricultural economy to a new stage of agricultu- 
ral — industrial economy during the seventies, the coming 
Stage will witness the endeavours to reach the stage of the 
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advanced industrial agricultural economy. Accompanied 
with this development were the exploitation of country’s 
wealth, increase in individual's income, illiteracy eradication 
and education dissemination. Thus, the present National 
Development Plan (1981-1985) tackles economic situa- 
tions that were built during the last ten years on clear-cut 
strategy to provide the citizens with basic services in urban 
and rural areas and raise the standards of human and 
natural resources. The National Development Plan paid 
greater attention to the woman in fields of income distribu- 
tion and social welfare. The Plan pointed out ‘‘the necessity 
to work for providing the necessary prerequisites and 
atmosphere to increase woman contribution in productive 
work as a basic element to increase the income of the 
family’. In the part on building national economy, the plan 
stressed’ the necessity to expand the role of the woman as 
a production force, within the framework of the working 
manpower in the country’. As concerns the needs of the 
manpower, the Plan pointed out that the annual increase 
has reached to 4%, taking into consideration the annual 
increase in population and woman's participation in public 
services. In the educational Sector, the Plan referred to a 
number of points: Firstly, ennance equality in educational 
chances through completing primary school compulsory 
education, expand woman's education, decrease differ- 
ences between urban and rural areas; Secondly, the plan 
stressed, in the social welfare, woman and children’s care, 
maternity and provision of better work chances; Thirdly, in 
the industrial field, the Plan adopted a certain standard to 
select consumption goods that minimize muscular efforts at 
home." 
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Of course, the contribution of the General Federation 
of Iraqi Women has a leading role in developing woman's 
movement in the country and enabling the Iraqi woman 
actively contribute in the society and its activities. The 
General Federation of Iraqi Women is no more a special- 
ized Women Organization, but became, during the last 
years, with the support of President Saddam Hussein, a 
national organisation that actively and creatively contri- 
butes in the social development and new reconstruction. 


First: The Economic Factor For Rural Woman 
Agricultural Production Relations Before 17-30 
July, 1968 Revolution, Analysis of Social Trans- 
formations in Agriculture and Their Effects on 
Rural Women 


The Agricultural production relations, before the Re- 
volution, was characterized with the domination of semi- 
feudal system which led to decrease the production 
quantity, due to the unproductivity of the land and the 
peasant. The reason for this unproductivity is the dispersion 
of ownership, less lands allocated for good cultivation, 
infertility of the land, due to the lack of drainage systems, 
non-use of modern mechanization and pesticides, and 
weakness of Agricultural guidance and training. 


The reasons behind the weakness in human resources 
were connected with the illiteracy of the peasants and 
ignorance with modern agricultural technologies due to the 
dissimenation of illiteracy, bad health conditions, nonavaila- 
bility of decent housing and lack in social services as well 
the infrastructure in the countryside. 
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The total area suitable for cultivation was 32 million 
donums. The feudalsystem controls 25 million donums. In 
other words, such system controls 78% of the land suitable 
for cultivation and 100% of the actually cultivated areas. As 
for the small owners, they were the poor peasants who 
cannot only depend on the income of their lands, so they 
were obliged to rent another small areas for cultivation or 
work with big landlords. In addition, there are 600,000 
peasant familites which do not own an inch of land, so they 
were obliged to work in the land of the landlords. They 
constitute 80% of those working in the agricultural sector. 


The feudal exploitation made the peasants live in hard 
conditions of poverty, ignorance and disease. The share of 
the woman of all this was great. She shared her fellow man 
with the consequences of such exploitation, in addition to 
her free-services at the landlord house. A great number of 
share contracts between the landlord and the peasant 
stipulate free-services at the landlord’s house. In addition, 
the woman assists the man in the field work, animal 
husbandary and, sometimes, marketing the products. 


To enter the school was forbidden for girls, because 
she is a second-rate creature. She also suffered oppression 
and social traditions, such as compulsory and early 
marriage. No respect for her identity was given because the 
man has the right to marry more than one. 


We should compare her actual state with her militant 
role beside her husband and son in their long struggle 
against the landlords and exploiters. She participated 
honourably with national revolutions and uprisings against 
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colonialism and reaction. She sacrified her sons in combat- 
ting political colonialist oppression throughout the national 
uprisings occured in Iraq. 


Thus, the Revolution began achieving a drastic agra- 
rian reform by initiating changes in agrarian reform estab- 
lishments, as well as the Party's eyes on such changes. 
The Agrarian Reform Law No. 30 of 1958 was amended. 
This state of affairs necessited a series of laws and 
legislations to make the bases for socialist transformation in 
the agricultural sector. The steps of such transformations 
can be numerated as follows: 


The Revolutionary Command Council issued, in 1969 
the following measures: 


1. Cancellation of the right to choose given to the 
landlords in accordance with 1958 Law. 


2. Cancellation of the right to be compensated, stipulated 
by previous agrarian reform law. 


3. Exempt the peasant from paying the price of the land 
distributed to them. 


4. The Peasants’ Cooperative Unions are to own all 
machineries and equipment. 


All these amendments stemmed from a _ socialist 
viewpoint that does not recognise the feudal system. These 
were the first bricks in the socialist transformation in the 
countryside. 
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For all this, a new agrarian reform law (No. 117 of 
1970) was promulgated. It was an important turnover in the 
agricultural sector where it contained socialist thoughts that 
aimed at building socialist production relations within the 
context and framework of the law, and basic thoughts of the 
party. Though the Revolutions exerted extra efforts in 
eradicate all forms of backwardness, the social change 
remains lesser than other changes in different economic, 
technological and scientific spheres. More time is needed to 
achieve the desired goals. 


The strategy of the Party in the socialist transformation 
in the countryside can be summarized by the application of 
agrarian reform, as follows: 


1. Re-organise the agricultural sector or socialist bases 
through implementing socialist production relations. 


2. Adoption of new and modern methods in production, as 
well as expanding efforts, on both government and 
mass levels, to increase production. 


3. Development of human resources in this sector, so that 
they will follow-up the technological developments as 
well as shouldering responsibilities in leading the 
agricultural revolution. 


No doubt that laying down the general bases for 
socialist transformation in the countryside should depend 
on organising the peasant (both sexes) vocationally and 
politically so that to reach to common ownership of 
production means. Also, economic units are needed for 
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such objectives. 


The Socialist base in the agricultural sector has begun. 
Stress was given on forming cooperative and Collective 
Farms and State Farms. The total of the Cooperative Farms 
reached in 1982 to 1976 with a membership of 394.755 and 
a land of 23.5 million donums. The total figure of women in 
such cooperatives reached to 23.221 members. The 
specialisations of the Cooperative farms ranges to fields of 
agricultural production, animal husbandary, nurseries arid 
marketing. All these figures are compared to the year 
1967-1968 where we find 41 cooperatives with 55000 
members and a land of 2.8 million donums. 


Collective farms in 1982 reached to 17 with a mem- 
bership of 749 members, and a land of 143000 donums. It 
was first initiated after the inception of the Revolution. 


State Farms reached to 23 with an area of 767,000 
donums. In the past, the total of such farms did not exceed 
5, with experimental purposes. 


The contribution of the Socialist Sector in agriculture 
was increased, pin-pointing the relative importance of such 
Sector. The Contribution of the Socialist Sector in the value 
of agricultural production was increased from 1.4% in 1974 
to 43.4% in 1981. The cultivated area reached to 9.2 million 
donums in 1975 and 10.7 million donums in 1981. The 
Agricultural Sector achieved a clear increase in the quality 
of production from 3.2 million tons in 1975 to 11.1 million 
tons for plant production and 558.000 tons for animal 
production, in addition to 933 million eggs in 1981. 
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The reason for such increase in production was the 
usage on a large scale of modern techniques in the 
agricultural sector, as well as the usage of green-houses. 
The government extended all necessary services for 
agricultural production such as seeds, fertilizers, loans, 
pesticides and production protection methods, as well as 
other health services, marketing and free agricultural 
guidance, 1.1 million tons of agricultural production was 
marketed by the State in 1981, while it was 37000 tons in 
1968. 


Woman’s Contribution in Agricultural Production 


The total figure of women in the countryside reached to 
2702.000, according to 1984 estimates. based on 1977 
Census with 3.2% annual rate increase. The males figure 
reached to 2.768,000 for the same year. Due to the active 
role played by the woman in the countryside in the process 
of economic development (age 15-59 years old). we find 
that the percentage of contribution in the countryside is 
higher in comparison to urban population for age 10 and 
above, where it reached in the countryside 48.6% while it 
did not exceed in urban areas to 36.5% women participa- 
tion in countryside is three folds to women participation in 
urban areas, due to the lack of education in the rural areas. 
which drived them to work. It is expected that the 
percentage of participation in future between urban and 
rural women will be minimal due to the increase in school 
numbers and the application of illiteracy eradication cam- 
paign and compulsory education. 


Planning Ministry estimates point out that the participa- 
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tion of the woman in the socialist sector was increased from 
31% (1980) to 32.9% in 1984, in comparison to the total 
figure working in this sector. As to the private sector, 
woman participation in 1980 reached 10.6% but was 
increased in 1984 to reach 13.8%. 


The industrial sector also absorbed the increasing 
percentage in women workers. 


The promulgated laws did not differentiate between 
man and woman in the countryside in relation to her 
agricultural production. The woman was given the right to 
have a plot for agrarian reform and cultivation. in case she 
is responsible for the family. She has the right to join 
cooperatives and even decision making at the board of 
directors of cooperatives. 


The women figures increased in agricultural coopera- 
tives. as well as other organs of the Socialist Sectors. At the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform. the number of 
women was increased ten folds in comparison to pre- 
revolution era. In 1967 the number reached 269 while in 
1982 the percentage reached to 55.5% of the total workers 
at the said Ministry. 


Women workers in this field implement agricultural 
work, administration of agricultural projects in addition to 
agricultural guidance and training directed towards the 
rural woman to enable her using modern equipment. 
including maintenance. The role of the woman in agricultu- 
ral production surpasses its number. She contributes 
50-70% to the agricultural work. in addition to nursing 
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poultry, animal husbandary, milk production, marketing, 
collection of wood and house-keeping. The average work- 
ing hours of the woman is double to that of the man. She 
works between 12-14 hours daily, while working hours of 
the man ranges between 4-6 hours. This proves that the 
rural woman is the greater and basic contributor to material 
needs. In other words, she is the pillar of the rural society. 


It has been proved from analysing the trends of women 
contribution in work that her participation is at highest level 
in the agricultural sector. It has been raised as follows: 1980 
(43.6%), 1981 (44.7%), 1982 (46.9%), 1983 (48.2%). This 
increase is related to male immigration from the countryside 
to urban areas. Other reason is joining the army in defence 
of our Country in this war which was imposed on us by a 
backward regime in Iran. 


Worth mentioning the percentage of female workers in 
urban areas, in comparison to the males, has increased 
from 22.2% in 1980 to 24.7% in 1984. The Socialist Sector 
has a greater role in absorbing female workers in the 
agricultural Sector. 


Second: Achievements implemented for Rural Women 
in Fields of Social Development. 


2/1 Education and Illiteracy Eradication. 


One of the problems of the developing countries at the 
present stage is how to provide their masses with adequate 
education, due to their belief that education is one of the 
basic issues that play an important role in developing their 
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societies, and consolidating their national independence, 
economically, socially and politically. 


lraq has suffered this problem. 


Education, in Iraq, generally passed through different 
stages till the present day. After 17 July, 1968 Revolution, 
education took a distinctive trend, particularly when Central 
Policies stressed the necessity to provide women with 
education. It was regarded one of the basic objectives that 
should be achieved during the 1974-1980 and 1980-1985 
national development Plans. The share of the rurai woman 
was greater by benefiting from compulsory education and 
illiteracy eradication laws, which were issued in 1976 and 
1978 respectively. Illiterate women figures reached in all 
over the country 1.535.937 with the age group of 15-45 
years old. The total figure of illiterate women in the 
countryside for the same age group reached to 728.208. 
The total figure of illiterate people (males and females) in 
the country reached 2.212.130 persons. The Party led the 
comprehensive National Campaign for Illiteracy Eradication 
out of the belief the illiteracy eradication is the duty of all. 
Government and non-governmental potentialities were 
gatheredto make the campaign a success. A time limit was 
given for the implementation of the Law. Any number of 
illiterate people remaining in the Country contradicts the 
basic objective of the Party. Democratic build-up of our 
society necessitates warning the public masses from 
illiteracy and ignorance, so that they will be able to express 
‘their objectives and contribute in revolutionary transforma- 
tions. In addition, the productivity of the illiterate is less than 
that of the educated person, which may affect economic 
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and social development paces. The campaign was started 
on 1/12/1978 under the patronage of the President 
Thousands of centres for illiteracy eradication were opened 
tO absorb the greater numbers of illiterate males and 
females. In June, 1982 there were 1024 centres to absorb 
the remaining numbers of illiterate persons. The Law of 
People’s Schools was promulgated to enable the illiterate 
people to continue their studies. The number of schools 
reached 23655. The campaign was able to emancipate 
76.4% of the total number of illiterate people, namely; 
equivalent to 1.117.493 females and 413.504 males. 
Statistics point that the number of rural women who joined 
Peoples Schools, for the same period, reached 97069. The 
rest were regarded as having been emancipated. It is clear 
that the campaign and compulsory education have 
achieved clear-cut success, despite War conditions. Only 
remaining 299.835 women in the final stages of education, 
who are taken care of within the programmes of the 
revolution and Party to build the new Society. 


Statistics of Education Ministry on regular education 
point out that the number of Kindergartens in 1982/1983 
reached to 507 with enrollment of children (both sexes) of 
79456, including 38137 females. 


The number of Primary Schools, for the same period, 
reached to 10223 schools, where the percentage of female 
students reached to 46.4%. The nearness of percentage 
between males and females stress the success of educa- 
tional policies in our country. 


Secondary Schools, figures reached to 1977 schools, 


43 


where the percentage of female students reached to 34%. 
The percentage of males is 65%. The coming years will 
witness greater closeness between the figures of both 
sexes, due to the compulsory education and taking into 
consideration females conditions to join houses in marriage 
or bring-up children. 


The vocational schools figures reached 157 for the 
period 1982 - 1983 with a total figure of students reached to 
61383. The number of female students enrolled in agricultu- 
ral Secondary Schools reached 1981 students only, while 
males figures reached to 6533 students. Statistics point out 
that the admission of girls in universities is on increase. 
During the same period it reached to 10149 female 
students. In 1973 - 1974 the figure , by comparison, was 
only 5779. 


The indications tell that the woman in Iraq is moving 
ahead fastly towards achieving the ambitions of the Party 
and Revolution in equal chances between the man and the 
woman, to actively contribute in development and recon- 
struction. 


2/2 Health Services 


The Revolution during the period between the Eighth 
and Ninth Congress of the Party, stressed the necessity to 
develop services with two well-connected directions. First, 
development of basic public services quantitatively and 
qualitatively, including health services and second, stres- 
sing a social and socialist concept for the services in 
general. Thus, two objectives may be realised at the same 
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time, namely the development of the Country and uplifting 
the living standards of all social strata, in a socialist concept 
that protects the citizen from exploitation. According to all 
this. health services were expanded within the line of the 
Party and Revolution to ensure good health services to the 
citizens and provide services were expanded within the line 
of the Party and Revolution to ensure good health services 
to the citizens and provide suitable atmosphere to build the 
personality of the citizen. The number of hospitals was 
increased from 149 in 1968 to 203 general hospitals, with 
17257 beds. in 1984. In addition the beds in health centres 
and maternity hospitals were increased to 1745 in 1983. 
People's clinics were first opened to reach 124 in 1981. 
This necessited increasing the numbers of doctors. that 
reached 5518 in 1981. The percentage doctor patient in 
1984 reached to 1 doctor to 534 female patient. for women 
in age group of 15-49 years old. The beds for giving birth 
were 1 bed for 1100 women. 


On the level of protective health services in the rural 
areas, the rural centres with beds reached to 32 centres in 
1984 with 850 beds. On the level of districts. health clinics 
are available with a figure of 241 centres as well as 
subcentres that reached to 949 centres in 1983. distributed 
on collected villages. The mobile health teams work in far 
away and uncollected villages. The figure reached 213 at 
the end of 1983. To meet the needs of maternity and 
childhood for the rural woman. new branches were opened 
for this end. The number reached to 109 at the end of 1983. 
The health institutions provided all free health services to 
the citizens. These establishments provide. also. free 
medicine as well as medical treatment abroad on govern- 
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ment account for severe cases. The Eight Regional 
Congress of the Party, 1974, the Ninth Regional Congress 
of the Party, 1982. 


2/3 Water Services 


The state worked for providing suitable drinking water 
for all the people in Iraq, where 100% of urban population 
are having these waters. The rural areas are benefiting 
from compound units to get suitable water for drinking, 
except for the areas which are dependent on springs and 
wells’ waters. The percentage of rural population benefiting 
from compound units that provide clean water in. between 
81—88% as a maximum figure in Baghdad and Basrah 
governorates and between 2-3% as a minimum figure in 
Duhok and Tamim governorates, because the rural popula- 
tion is dependent on springs’ waters suitable for drinking. 


In rural areas. the percentage of population having 
clean water for drinking in 1968 was only 3% out of the total 
population figure (5.471.519). This percentage began to 
increase till it reached 23% in 1978. The five year plan 
(1980-1985) was able till 1983 to achieve a percentage of 
61% of rural population that can get clean water for 
drinking. It is expected this percentage will reach 70% at 
the end of 1985. The coming years. till 1990, will witness 
drastic developments on the question of covering all rural 
areas with clean water suitable for drinking. 


2/4 Electrical and Fuel usage Services 
The percentage of families provided with electricity 
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was increased from 94% to 96.6 in the urban areas and 
from 25% to 43.3% in rural areas in 1981. Expansion of 
electrical networks took place in 1983 to cover 80% of the 
families that dwell in countryside. The price of energy unit in 
rural areas is cheaper than that of the town. to encourage 
these areas to use power. 


The percentage of families depending on using gas as 
a main energy source was expanded from 54.5% to 71.2% 
in urban areas and from 10.1% to 17.8% in rural areas. The 
percentage of families using woods are on the decrease 
from 55.1% to 31.2%. The provision of electrical and gas 
house equipment, with reasonable prices to the income of 
the Iraqi family, led to a state of development and progress. 


Third: The Role General Federation of Iraqi Women in 
expanding rural women in Development. 


The General Federation of Iraqi women, the national 
organisation whose role in developing women movement in 
the country is prominant, has endeavoured, as written in the 
Central Report of the Ninth Congress of the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party “in developing women movement contribute 
in the life of the society and its activities. The Federation is 
no more a specialised woman organisation, but became, 
during the last years with the support of the leadership and 
President Saddam Hussein personally, a national organisa- 
tion creative in the social development process and new 
build-up.’ 


The communication with women enabled the Federa- 
tion to build a strong mass base among women that helped 
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it to fulfill its programes. The political leadership for the 
woman and the family in countryside. have their positive 
effects in improving situations and implementation of 
Federations programmes. 


The Federation works with the rural woman within a 
general framework that aims at her best contribution in the 
development process. through: 


1 To Know the socio-economic situation of the woman 
through studies and field researches. 


2. Acquaint rural women with the activities of the Federa- 
tion aS a mass organisation entrusted, lawfully. with 
specific responsibilities and create strong and sound 
thoughts on benefits of joining the federation and work 
through it as well as solve obstacles that prevent 
implementation of Joint projects. 


3. Enabling the woman, as a productive force and 
responsible mother for a new generation, with less 
waste of potentialities to have full confidence in her 
role. 


4. Enabling the woman to know her rights as well as 
utilizing them through services bodies. 


5. Coordinate connection contacts with rural women and 
polarizing new leading elements to be in the service of 
the Federation and expanding its mass bases in the 
countryside. 
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6. Present basic activities with organized periods aiming 
at creating new civilizational convictions to enable the 
woman achieve complete participation in the build up of 
the society. as well as general mobilization with the aim 
of organizing rural women activities around the objec- 
tives of the revolution and its leading past. 


7. Establish serious and effective relations with services 
departments and mass organizations in the area in a 
manner that will benefit all. 


The activities are organized by rural activities teams on 
branch level. The organizational committees available at 
rural areas implement different activities that benefit the 
woman in the countryside in developing her expertise in 
food production, modern technologies in agriculture and 
training. in coordination with the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Agrarian Reform, to contribute in national development. 


In the social development and change in health and 
general behaviour, the Federation aims. within a policy 
complementing the Ministry of Health, to train health guides 
that will contribute to basic care programmes, teach women 
how to take care of their sons....etc. 


During the years 1981-1983, the Federation arranged 
87730 visits to the countryside, during which a number of 
activities that benefited 3804991 rural women. 


The efforts of the Federation, along with other official 
departments, helped in developing Iraqi rural women in all 
fields, achieve her emancipation from illiteracy, increase 
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her self-confidence and in her role in the society. 


On the occasion of convocation of Decade of Women. 
the Federation organised a. Seminar that tackled the 
question of the rural woman and decision-making on all 
economic, social, educational. health. and information 
levels. Several reports were submitted. These reports were 
based on field survey. A number of officials took part in the 
discussion. The Seminar put many recommendations that 
will contribute in developing the real situation of the rural 
woman in decision-making in all walks of life. On the 
political contribution, the Federation helped in mobilizing 
rural women to participate. in great numbers, for two 
consecutive sessions in the National Council (Parliament) 
elections, that deserved the appreciation of the leadership 
headed by President Saddam Hussein. 
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Conclusion 


1. The complete development plan in Iraq is to be utilized 
to expand and develop the Socialist Sector in industry. 
agriculture, culture and public services. in order to 
achieve the welfare of the people. out of the principle 
that the question of the woman is a social case that is 
Originated from present socio-economic development. 
Thus, partial solutions does not achieve development 
objectives unless it is worked out within the framework 
of a comprehensive national plan as necessity to 
develop human resources (males and females) in the 
countryside according to future perspective and time 
schedule. 


2. The national and socialist nature to development 
process in Iraq and its connection with national and 
pan-Arab interests. has made it an overall characteris- 
tic. It exposed that lack in coordination in development 
fields. 


3. The socialist base in Iraqi countryside has been built. 
Feudalism has been eradicated. Socialist production 
norms in Agriculture were set-up. The contribution of 
the Socialist Sector in agriculture has been increased. 
that expressed the relative importance for such parti- 
cipation in the local and national production and 
forming the basic capital in all parts of the agriculture 
sector. 
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The increase in female numbers in the agricultural 
sector. in comparison to other economic sectors. 
reflects that the greater percentage of female workers 
are below work age. Males percentage is higher for 
those who are above workage. which exposes the 
non-continuation of education by females. unlike the 
males. 


Despite the great role shouldered by the rural woman in 
the production process. she is still unqualified to 
implement her duties as an agricultural producer. The 
usage of technology in agriculture may lead to the 
expansion of her role in agricultural production. This 
matter should be of great importance in order to train 
her how to use agricultural machinization and benefit 
from agricultural guidance. 


A relative development was achieved regarding the 
levels of services extended to rural areas in general. In 
addition. thinking ability of the rural people has been 
developed due to the illiteracy eradication campaign. 
This development should be utilized to achieve the 
desired objective of the campaign. 


The provision of electricity for 80% of the rural 
population has helped to transmit to programmes. 
which directly affected the type of social life in the 
countryside. This obliges us to stress on developing 
radio and TV programmes in a manner suitable for the 
needs of the rural woman and the rural society. 


The General Federation of Iraqi Women stress that its 
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sole programmes directed to the rehabilitation and 
development of the rural woman cannot fulfill the 
desired objective. unless being helped by other special- 
ized departments. To achieve this. the Federation 
initiated a number of joint activities with State Organs 
and mass organizations. to attain the desired objec- 
tives. 
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Recommendations 


On 


Stress the necessity for planning for rural development 
on a comprehensive basis. with interaction of human 
resources (males and females). Special stress should 
be made on rural woman to increase her contribution in 
economic development and food production. 


Special attention should be given to women working in 
the agricultural sector. raise their standards and qual- 
ifications the agricultural work. through training and 
guidance in order to achieve effective contribution in 
food production. 


Enable the rural woman to make necessary decisions 
in the production process. through her expression of 
opinion during laying out agricultural policy or importing 
or manufacturing technology that meet her needs. 


Work for the rationalization of rural women role as a 
productive element and a mother responsible for 
bring-up future generations, and as a human through 
developing her performance in a manner that will not 
affect other functions with minimum waste of potentiali- 
ties. as well as enhancing her self-confidence. 


Rehabilitate and train local leaderships of rural women 
on skills of leadership and mass work, so that these 
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elements contribute in implementing development pro- 
jects on local level. 


Prepare local leaderships as assistant in implementing 
health care programmes to minimize death percentage 
among children. 


Stress on developing information programmes directed 
to rural women, in the light of basic needs that ensure 
expanding food production and improving cultural. 
health and social standards, due to her qualitative and 
quantitative importance. 


The continuation of the war for its fifth year represents 
exhaustion to material and human resources, which 
necessitates us to call upon women of the world to 
press on the Iranian regime with all possible means, 
since lraq has expressed, from the beginning, its desire 
to put an end to this war and drainage of resources, so 
that they will be directed towards development. 
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Woman’s Participation in 
Decision-Making 


The subject matter of woman's participation in decision 
making positions is not new or confined to a certain state or 
society. It is one of the vital subjects in contemporary 
societies, despite its disparity from one society to another. 
In the advanced societies, it is less controversial compared 
to the developing societies, where discussions and de- 
bates, as well as supporters and opponents, take acute 
form. 


Points of debate for this subject may date back to the 
hostorical development of the man and the woman. Belief 
was prevailing that the man was dominant over his relation 
with the woman from ancient times, due to the nature of 
work practised by any of them; namely, the man went 
hunting and the woman indulged herself in bringing up 
children and home affairs to meet the needs of man in his 
daily work. 


Thus, the human society built its belief that the man is 
stronger than the woman. Their relation is characterized 
with control and domination from man’s side and depend- 
ence from woman's side, despite history witnessed stages 
where the woman occupied positions of power and control. 
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Despite all reasons behind the nature of the relation 
between the man and the woman, certain fact, in our 
contemporary world, and particicularly in the developing 
societies, tells that the woman does not practise an active 
role in decision-making process. This problem is universal, 
which was pointed out by the United Nations, either in its 
Charter or resolutions, as well as the last decade which was 
declared as woman’s decade. 


First, let us meditate the meaning of the resolution, we 
may define that adopting this resolution is a humanitarian 
process that affects the individual and society, based on 
facts and issues of value that lead to select a behavioural 
reaction to one or more alternatives with the aim towards a 
desired objective at a certain time. 


This means that the decision making process is a 
humanitarian action determined through the _ individual; 
namely, through the type of his character and psychological 
Orientation and through the society, ie., the social condi- 
tions surrounding the individual. Generally, the decision 
making is taken in the light of the present problem/ 
problems, character type, and psychological orientation. In 
other words, the decision making of the individual is 
determined through the components of his character, social 
bringing-up and ability to adapt with the present conditions. 


Decision making needs pre-conditions that can be 
numerated as follows: 


1. Vocational and mental rehabilitation and expertise. 
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2. Individual’s aspirations to occupy such positions. 


3. Conviction of responsible officials of the nomination of 
the individuals to such posts. 


These basic conditions that should be available in both 
man and woman to occupy a certain position in the 
government, where he/she practise certain decision making 
resolutions. 


What is the position of the Iragi woman in regard to 
these three conditions? 


Little knowledge of the socio-political life in Iraq leads 
us to conclude that the Iraqi woman, till recently, was far 
away from positions where she can decide. Furthermore, 
she was not permitted to actively share the man in 
decision-making. The social outlook, in general, did not 
permit the woman to contribute in social life, in general, and 
the political life, in particular. The main barrier before the 
participation of the woman in decision making was due to 
the existence of backward exploitative relations in the Iraqi 
society before 17 July, 1968 revolution. The relations were 
not based on just equality between the two sexes on family, 
society and state levels. This state of affairs reflects the 
nature of prevailing economic. social, political and cultural 
relations in the developing countries in general. 


As much as the unjust outlook towards the woman, 
which constitutes a hindrance before her development, 
there is another barrier: namely. the way the woman looks 
to herself in the society. in general. and in the work, in 
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particular. The woman, in our society, used to prefer certain 
professions that correspond with the values and traditions 
of the society. She selects posts for social considerations, 
in the first place, such as the educational sector. Her 
inclination to such profession may be said due to the desire 
of the man to work his wife or daughter in such a profession, 
for, again, social reasons. 


The woman, due to socio-economic considerations 
and practical aspects, inclined to work in local profession in 
her own town and geographical boundaries, more than the 
desire to work with the central administration. This state of 
affairs has, surely, minimized her opportunities from partici- 
pating in decision-making positions. 


The woman, due to her social bringing-up, looks 
always, for her own protection. She has a wrong feeling that 
she is demanded to work more than her fellow man. She is 
always keen about the stability of her profession, as well as 
its nearness to her own home, due to family reasons. 
Pregnancy and bringing-up children may be factors for 
putting the woman away from. decision-making positions. 


There was a prevailing opinion that the woman, unlike 
the man, does not look for important posts and has no 
interest for aSpiration and competition for different reasons, 
of most are family considerations. 


We have pointed out that the vocational rehabilitation 
is a basic condition for the individual to occupy a position so 
that he will be able to make contribution in the decision 
making process. Education is the way to achieve such 
rehabilitation. 
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To point out the share of the Iraqi woman in education, 
we have, in brief, to summarize the history of female 
education in Iraq. 


In the first year of establishing the lraqi government 
(1920-1921), primary schools in Iraq reached to 88 with 
8001 student, including 462 females, (5.7%). The total 
figure of teachers reached to 363, including 15 women 
teachers, (4%). No basic changes in female education 
were realized till the inception of 17 July, 1968 revolution, 
where the figure in 1979 reached to 12692” schools in all 
educational stages with 2091740 male students and 
1376397 female students (nearly 40%). The number of 
women teachers was increased to reach 42%. 


Women average increase after 17 July, 1968 revolu- 
tion surpassed male’s education on all primary, secondary 
and university levels, as well as the qualitative aspects of 
women education, where the woman entered new scientific 
specialisations, such as medicine, engineering and other 
scientific fields. 


Such great development in the field of women educa- 
tion has enabled the woman to occupy positions enabling 
her to make decisions, because having higher degrees will, 
ultimately, lead to occupy important positions that necessi- 
tate decision-making. 


The degree, by itself, does not form the minimum 


* Abdul Razzak Al-Hayyali, History of Education in Iraq, Ministry of 
Education, 1979 statistics. 
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requirement for rehabilitation. What man learns during the 
service is more advanced than the degree itself. We may 
find people expertise, but without a degree. and they are 
doing their work with great success. 


We mean by expertise the real knowledge. not years of 
service. About the work of the woman in government 
establishments, we should ask about the training of the 
woman to add new expertise compared to her fellow man. 
Is she able or permitted to expand her experience through 
field work or attending seminars and conferences inside the 
country and abroad? What's he share of experience in 
comparison to her fellow man? 


Aspiration vis-a-vis decision-making 


The decision-maker, generally, chooses the alterna- 
tives to solve certain problem facing him. He evaluates the 
question in different ways, including guessing and other 
modern scientific methods. Within the context of this 
evaluation, one or more alternatives may be chosen. The 
decision maker, then, studies the results and their relations 
with levels of the aspirations: The results may be equivalent 
to the aspirations, or higher or lesser. 


The aspiration of the individual to occupy a certain 
position drives him to sacrifice matters. Earnest work 
necessitates, for instance, exerting extra efforts; including 
being late from home till evenings, as well as travelling 
abroad, for short or long periods, even to places that do not 
welcome women. 
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The woman in Iraq. and a great number of societies 
including the advanced countries. is more inclined to fulfil 
house obligations more than that of the offices. There are 
men and women who prefer implement house needs, 
though to reach a compromise between the two obligations 
is very difficult. 


Of course. the weakness of the aspiration may be 
negatively reflected on the experience. The engineer who 
works out away from his house leaving his children to his 
wife, is more experienced than the she engineer who 
cannot leave the town because she is a mother. This will 
negatively affect the canditure of the woman due to the lack 
in expertise and weakness in aspirations. 


Aspiration is closely connected with ‘“‘professional- 
ism’. This can be clearly seen through the comparison 
between two teachers, the first lives on and the second 
takes this work as casual. There is a great difference 
between the proficiency of the two teachers. When the 
woman leaves work for payment to be a “‘house wife’, she, 
in fact, takes this work as a profession from psychologic- 
al and social aspects (though she does not receive a 
salary). But when she will be a house wife and a worker at 
the same time, she suffers from competition between the 
two professions — namely the work at home and the work 
at the establishment. This state of affairs is not suffered by 
man. No doubt that competition of two professions in the 
case of the man, will lead to prefer one over the other. For 
the woman, she will either prefer the house work or the 
work at the establishment. In case of preferring house work, 
the chances of development at the establishment will be 


minimal. 
65 


The aspiration of the individual is connected with 
self-confidence. If one has no self-confidence, he will not 
occupy position suitable for his qualifications. 


The reason for this is the methods of social bring-up. It 
is well known that the Arab woman, generally, has been 
subordinate. for a number of ages, to behavioural bonds 
more than her fellow man. The role of the woman was only 
limited to her function in giving birth to children, bring them 
up, taking care of the husband and house affairs. 


The psychological components and bases of personal- 
ity are direct consequences for the positions occupied by 
the individuals in social build-up and their role in production 
and labour division. Since the woman, generally, was given 
inferior positions in the family and society, compared to the 
positions of the man, it is natural that her chance in decision 
making is less, if not nill, than her fellow man. 


The Central Report of the Ninth Regional Congress of 
the Arab Baath Socialist Party clearly pointed out that the 
revolution in lrao nas faced a complicated reality and 
conservative social and civilisational conditions. This state 
of affairs prevent realising the civilizational uplifting, so that 
legislations to eliminate all forms of discrimination should 
be enacted. 


The Revolution worked for providing equal opportuni- 
ties in fields of education, work and political, vocational and 
trade-union activities. The Iraqi woman entered the factor- 
ies, occupied different posts, joined military establishments, 
and contributed in the political activities. The number of 
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women in the National Assembly (Parliament) was in- 
creased from 16 in its first round to 33 in the second round. 
Her percentage in the manpower sector was increased to 
reach about 23% in 1984. It is expected this figure will rise 
in 1985 to reach 25%, thus exceeding all other Arab 
countries. 


Available sources point out that the higher percentage 
of woman contribution in work concentrates in finance, 
insurance and services sectors, during the period 1973- 
1982 where contribution percentage in banking and insur- 
ance sector was raised from 18.3% to 45.8% during the 
said period. The commercial sector also attracted the 
attention of the woman. At the beginning of this period, the 
woman workers percentage was 6.6%, then it increased to 
reach 18.4°. In industrial Sector, the woman contribution 
was raised from 7.6% (1973) to 16.4% (1982). This sector 
counts the fourth in the sectors that attracted women. In 
other sectors, such as mining, extraction of minerals, 
transport and communication sectors, which are less 
attractive, the contribution of the woman was less. As to the 
agricultural sector, the available low figures does not 
express the real contribution of the woman in agricultural 
production, though the percentage was increased from 
4.2% to 9% during the said period, because the number of 
women workers in the daily family farms were not included 
in such statistics.* 


As a consequence, it is clear how the contribution of 
the woman was limited in the economic sector from number 


* Ministry of Planning, Central Organisation for Statistics, Govern- 
ment Workers Statistics, 1973-1982. 
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view point. In addition, the woman entered the economic 
sector lately, so that we can say that she did not occupy 
leading positions in the state that will enable her to make 
decisions. In fact, the results of the study submitted by the 
federation, in coordination with the National Council for 
Planning, to the seminar on the development of women 
contribution at decision making positions in Iraq (August, 
1984), pointed out that the women who occupy the position 
of a director general in ministries concerned with economic 
decision-making (ministries of Finance, trade and planning) 
did not exceed 5.3% of those covered with the paper. 


As we have said, the follow-up of women contribution 
in decision-making positions in Iraq does not start from zero 
point (according to investigation made by the Federation in 
1983), because it was proved that women having higher 
degrees (diploma and above) were exceeding the figure of 
1150. Half of this figure (600) were working in the 
educational field. The remaining figure works in scientific, 
technical and health posts. A small number of this figure 
works in leading or supervising positions that have effective 
role in decision making. 


During our study to the actual reality of the woman in 
work and production fields on government and socialist 
sector levels, we find that few women occupy leading posts, 
compared to 1000 leading and administrative positions. On 
the level of Supervision (director or head of department) we 
find the woman occupy nearly 100 posts compared to 4000 
similar posts in the state organs. Thus, the positions that 
the woman contributes in fields of planning, production, 
services and development does not exceed 2% of the total 
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existing posts.* The occupation of women to decision- 
making positions does not reflect the ambitions of the Party 
and Revolution which aim at enhancing the role of the 
woman not only the production and administrative posi- 
tions, but in all posts, including planning and supervision 
posts. In other words, the strategic dimensions for Party 
and Revolution’s thoughts about the woman aim at 
providing better and equal opportunities of work, in the light 
of the developments taking place in all fields. 


We think we should have a thoughtful and serious 
pause at this vital and important issue. The results of the 
paper submitted by the Federation, in coordination with the 
National Council for Planning, pointed out the percentage of 
women contribution in decision-making, as follows: 


Decision-making 7.5% 
Proposing resolution 14.3% 
Discussion of resolution 16.7% 
Study of resolution 12.6% 
Drafting of resolution 5.1% 
Amendment of resolution 7.1% 
Implementation of resolution 19.7% 
Follow-up of resolution 17.0% 

100.0% 


* Speech by chairwoman of the Federation of Iraqi Women at the 
Seminar on Women Contribution at Decision-making positions, 
August, 1984. 

* The Reality of women Contribution in Decision-making, Seminar on 
development of Women Contribution in Decision-making positions, 
August, 1984. Dr. Issam Huwaish, National Council for Planning 
and Dr. Elham Khalil Jawad, General Federation of Iraqi Women. 
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It is clear that the majority are responsible for the 
implementation and follow-up the resolution (36.7%), while 
the precentage of who participate in the discussion is 
16.7% out of the total, and those who contribute in the 
amendment of the resolution do not exceed 7.1%. 


Some of the reasons behind the weakness of the 
woman in decision making, in addition to what have been 
said, are: 


1. Inability of the woman to coordinate between her family 
and work obligations, particularly at the final stages or 
years of her work. 


2. The entrance of the woman in the general life and 
public service was late, thus she is in the fight for 
having a place in this sphere. 


3. The conditions of woman's life hinder its office progress 
for different reasons, including biological and social. 


Nevertheless, the accumulated and founded back- 
grounds cannot be eliminated or uprooted in few years. It is 
expected that the role of the woman — socially and 
politically — in leading and decision-making position in the 
society and different social establishment, somehow, li- 
mited. 


The political, social, economic and cultural develop- 
ments that were achieved by 17 July, 1968 Revolution has 
moved the woman to a new and drastic position. The 
woman in Iraq did not get her right in free education and 
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higher scientific specialisation, but was covered with 
compulsory education and the national campaign for 
illiteracy eradiction in a manner that did not happen in any 
of the Third World Arab countries. She has gained better 
chances for economic opportunities, equality with the man 
in salary, privilages, leaves and social services. She, also, 
contributed in different fields of mass social activities 
through mass and vocational organisations. 


Despite her participation in all these political, adminis- 
trative, economic, cultural and family spheres, the woman is 
still at the beginning of the road, but she is endeavouring, 
though with different paces, to overcome all difficulties. 
Within this framework, her contribution in decision making 
and desire in this field is still weak on both practical and 
family levels for a number of reasons, including: traditons, 
inclinations, illeteracy, opposition to women contribution in 
decision making, as well as subjective reasons hidden 
within the woman herself. 


In the light of all this, we may have the following 
recommendations: 


1. Start extensive compaigns to educate the society on 
both sexes due to their equal importance in building 
society. The mass media should play its role in 
changing traditional values on woman’s work. 


2. Theuniversities, research centres and the federation of 
lragi Women should make diverse studies on the 
position of the woman in economic, psychological, 
educational, social and political spheres, as well as 
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pin-pointing the obstacles that hinder the contribution of 
the woman in decision-making and find their remedies. 


Necessity to establish a centre for women studies, so 
that it will be the base in all research papers and 
studies related to the woman. 


Expand the experiences of the working woman through 
her participation in training courses and better chances 
to acquire knowledge and expertise. 


It is noted the low figure of the women having higher 
degrees above bachelor degree, hinders her participa- 
tion in the administration of the establishment she 
works in. Thus, her admission in higher education 
courses should be enhanced. 
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The Iraqi Woman and the Battle 


On 17-30 July, 1968, the Baath Revolution broke out in 
lraq. It was not a d’etat as witnessed by the Arab Horneland 
and other Third World Countries, or a revolution similar to 
those of the Third World in regard to the objectives and 
consequences, but was an original revolution and an 
expression of a real start with all the senses of the word, 
that aimed at building up the Arab Nation. As a base for the 
contemporary Arab Revolution, the Iraqi Revolution put and 
implemented its programmes, as well as the bases for 
change in the Iraqi society. It accomplished national 
objectives as a bridge to accomplish national tasks. Iraq 
became a centre of ‘radiation’ that has all potentialities for 
change on the Arab arena. It became a_ successful 
revolutionary experiment after surpassing, with success. all 
obstacles and difficulties. it attracted the attention of the 
world for its independent path. There is a great deal of 
interaction and effectiveness through the relations of the 
Baathist state and Third World countries, and through party 
relations between the Arab Ba’th Socialist Party and other 
parties and liberation movements in those countries. as well 
as a rich network of relations and interaction with most of 
world countries over the continents. 


The Revolution in Iraq worked for building a strong 
economic base. This was clearly shown from the first 
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budget. The Revolution tried to surpass and overcome the 
backward situation, earnestly dealt with science and 
encourated scientists and scientific research. The Revolu- 
tion took care of the children because they represent the 
immense wealth of the society. It took care of the youth out 
of the belief that who gets youth will gain future. The 
Revolution enhanced national unity to contribute, 
altogether, in forming new values of the new society. It 
founded work bases for national identity of the Arab Nation 
in dealing with the national stage. Arab future and interna- 
tional relations of the Arab Homeland. 


The Revolution in Iraq has founded a developed 
democratic experience. whose chains became complete 
and ripe year after another. through positive interaction 
between the historical leadership of the Party and Revolu- 
tion and the Arab masses. It took a new revolutionary 
perspective following the assumption to Presidency by H.E. 
Saddam Hussein. where the Iraqi masses are still living 
joyously with between time to time visits to towns. cities. 
countryside and houses. He broke all artificial barriers that 
were made by some rulers with their peoples. As a natural 
consequence. and aiming at protecting the accomplish- 
ments of the masses. the valiant armed forces should have 
greater attention in all technical. political and _ social 
spheres. stemming from pan-Arab thoughts and readiness 
to shoulder great national tasks on Arab arena. 


Thus was the direction of July Revolution. So it Is 


natural to pay greater attention to the Iraqi Woman. her 
rights as a mother. wife. sister. and daughter. 
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The woman, as an integral part of the people and its 
national forces and as a woman, gained a number of 
achievements that made her realize the great importance of 
these achievements for her and the Iraqi people as a whole. 


The Ninth Regional Congress of the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party, through its central report. (January, 1983) 
stressed that ‘‘The party realizes that the emancipation of 
the woman. from an objective viewpoint. is not a legislation 
on ordinary women organisation. but it is basically con- 
nected with the political structure. social philosophy. civili- 
zational progress. social liberation with the emancipation. 
and equality of the woman with the man. and actual steps 
taken by the society on the line of eradicating exploitative 
and backward relations and establishing developed and 
socialists relations instead of the previous ones. 


In the light of this principled outlook that put the rights 
and freedom of the Iraqi woman in her right position. The 
woman gained equal opportunities in work, education, 
legislation and political, vocational and trade unionist 
activities. as well as joining factories. She actively contri- 
buted in political struggle and elections. The available 
figures of growth proved and give clear indication of what 
has been offered by the Revolution. The percentage of 
females in education became high, 46% for primary 
education and 37.2 for university education for the year 
1980-1981. The woman element in manpower reached to 
24.7% in 1984, which is a high percentage in comparison to 
the position of the woman in the Third World countries. 


To help the woman to concentrate on her work and as 
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a humanitarian obligation that enhances and develops her 
identity and social interaction, the Revolution established 
507 kindergartens with 79456 children during 1982-1983. 
Similar kindergartens was nearly nill before the inception of 
the Revolution. 


In addition , a number of legislations took place that 
guaranteed greater rights for the woman to balance her 
social position. 


lraq, today, does not know unemployment, which is 
prevailant in the Third World Countries as well as the 
advanced capitalist world. Not only unemployment was 
eradicated in Iraq, but other inhuman scenes such as 
begging. vagabounds, poverty and needy people. The 
Revolution promulgated a law covering social care to all 
handicapped and allocated certain income to who do not 
have or cannot work in state or private sectors. 


As soon as Iraq completed its political and economic 
emancipation through nationalizing oil resources, in pro- 
duction and marketing, from oil monopolistic companies, he 
put all his oil revenues. in a scientific and revolutionary 
manner. in the service of the national development. 


The revolution in the socio-economic build-up has 
created deep rooted socialist transformations within the 
framework of the comprehensive development process of 
the Iraqi society in all material and spiritual spheres in a 
manner not witnessed by developing countries before. 
Economic sectors witnessed quick development. This was 
reflected in great leaps in national income and the increase 
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in annual income per capital for all citizens. including 
women. 


It is enough to mention few examples in brief: The 
average annual income per capita in Iraq before the 
Revolution was 42 dinars in 1953. 60 dinars in 1958. 91 
dinars in 1968. Then it was raised to 120 dinars in 1972. 
2/70 dinars in 1974. 661 dinars in 1979 and the peak in 1980 
to reach 998 dinars. which — is equivalent to 3000 US 
dollars. It is an income similar to those available in 
advanced countries. The national economy achieved good 
and satisfactory results due to well planned organisation 
value percentage was increased from 1487.2 million dinars 
in 1968 to 4883.7 million dinars in 1974, namely. with a 
growth average of 21.9%. The average of production value 
percentage for 1975-1980 reached to 25.12%, as to Gross 
National Product. it was increased from 1034.5 million 
dinars in 1968 to 3522.6 million dinars in 1974, with an 
average growth of 22.6%. Average growth GNP reached to 
26.8% for 1975-1980 period. 


Despite some difficulties facing the development pro- 
cess, aS consequence of backward situation imposed by 
centuries of foreign colonialist and dictatorial domination, 
lraq’'s development plans were able to achieve higher 
degrees of success and progress. Industrial production was 
raised from 226.5 million dinars in 1968 to 594.9 million 
dinars in 1974 and 1797.9 million dinars in 1981. 


As to the value of agricultural production, it was raised 
from 200.8 million dinars in 1968 to 354.9 million dinars in 
1974 and 1280.1 million dinars in 1981. The agricultural 
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national production was increased from 1678.9 million 
dinars in 1968 to 278.4 million dinars in 1974 and 977 
million dinars in 1981. 


During the period from the end of 1978 till the end of 
1981, thousands of centres for illiteracy eradication were 
opened to absorb the greater number of illiterates. There 
are, now, 1024 centres for illiteracy eradication. 23655 
people’s schools, except for the armed forces. Till 1983. the 
comprehensive national campaign for illiteracy eradication 
managed to emancipte 76.4% of the illiterates in the 
country. Their figure reached, before initiating the cam- 
paign, 1.117.493 females and 413.504 males. Only remain- 
ing illiterate are 402.315 citizens (males and females) who 
are attending schools at the present time. 


In the light of these accomplishments achieved by the 
Revolution to the Iraqi woman, and the society as a whole, 
is but a first step along the path towards better, magnifi- 
cent, and just future. 


Following this short review of development achieve- 
ment in lrag, a question is raised: will such a country 
achieve all this in a state of peace or war? 


Who was thinking of war: Iraq or the Iraqi woman? All 
attention was paid for further flourishment under the banner 
of peace, life and goodwill. But it should be clear that 
national dignity and full independence are the higher values 
in the lragi society. For these values we are ready to 
sacrifice. 
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We want peace. But if the war was imposed on us by a 
handful of backward people. we say that no force can make 
us Surrender. 


The peace we want is the balanced and just peace that 
is basedon mutual respect and non-interferrence in others’ 
affairs. Otherwise. it shall be a shameful surrender. This is 
rejected by our people and women at the _ forefront. 
particularly when it means negating our national independ- 
ence. destroying development. violating women rights, 
Subjugating us to a regime of backwardness. tyranny. 
non-democracy. denominationalism and reaction. If we 
face this state of affairs. we. in Iraq with women at the 
forefront. are ready to sacrifice our bodies for spiritual, 
civilisational. democratic and developmental values. 


It is something sad and painful for us all to see that Iraq 
is forced to wage a hectic war imposed on it by Iran rulers. 
This war represents a great burden on our economy and 
march, as well human drainage for dear people such as our 
men, husbands, children and brothers. 


Four years have passed on this war with its human and 
economic bleeding despite all sincere and earnest efforts 
made Iraqi leaders to reach a peaceful and just solution that 
preserves human life and guarantees development for the 
two neighbourly peoples. The insistence of the Iranian rulers 
to continue their invasions and aggression, to waste human 
values and neglect of resolutions passed by world orga- 
nisations, is still the main hinderance to stop this devastat- 
ing war. 
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In Our present report, we do not want to refer to the 
historical conditions and expansionist Iranian aggressions 
against our international borders and the Arab Gulf, but we 
are ready to submit all historical and official documents who 
wish to have a clear and picture of what is going on. 


When the new Iranian rulers came to power after the 
downfall of the Shah, the Revolution in lraq expressed its 
satisfaction for the new situation in Iran and its keenness to 
establish good relations based on mutual respect and 
non-interference in internal affairs in a manner that en- 
hances Iranian role in the service of peace and justice the 
world over, as well as establishing close and friendly 
relations with Arab Countries, in general, and Iraq, in 
particular, But the behaviour of the new regime towards 
lraq, in particular. But the behaviour of the new regime 
towards Iraq was characterized with unjustified negativness 
and aggression. This clique rejected Iraqi honest calls to lay 
down sound and positive bases for the relations between 
‘te two countries. The new rulers insisted follow the same 
previous attitudes, adopted by the Shah, towards national 
and Pan-Arab issues. Their statements were directed 
against Iraq, government and people, and the Arab nation, 
claiming ownership of this part of the Arab Homeland and 
their right to topple this or that regimes. Their propoganda 
campaigns to put the Iranian peoples against Iraqi people 
and calls for Iraq's destruction through attracting agents to 
commit sabotage in Iraq, continued. 


The arrogant Iranian rulers were not satisfied with 
non-implementation of Algiers Agreement, signed on 6 
March, 1975, between Iraq and Iran, but violated Iraqi 
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territorial waters in Shatt-al-Arab and attacking Iraqi and 
foreign vessels passing through Shatt-al-Arab. During the 
period from April to September 1979, 11 aggressions were 
registered. Iraqi embassy and consulates, as well as Iraqi 
schools, in Iran faced (8) acts of aggression, Iraq faced 
sabotage on the local scene, bombs were thrown over 
innocent population on national and religious occasions. 
These acts were committed by Iranian intruders, as well as 
those resident in Iraq. A number of killing acts took place 
against praying peoples in mosques and putting poison to 
pilgrims. Some of them were killed. The worst was throwing 
bombs on student gathering at al-Mustansiriyah campus on 
1 April, 1980, that resulted in a great number of killings and 
wounding others. The Baghdad for those who were 
assassinated at the university campus. Iranian officials 
working in the Iranian school took part in this operation. 


This was not enough to the Iranian rulers, but 
continued violating our space borders. 249 vilations took 
place during the period from February 1979 to September 
1980. They heavily bombarded Iraqi border towns. 244 
incidents took place during the period from June, 1979 to 
September 1980. Fire was shot against civilian crafts for 
three times during the period from August 1980 till 
September 1980. Oil installations were bombarded for 
seven times during the period from January 1980 to 
september 1980. All this incidents were officially reported 
with 293 notes sent by the Iraqi government to the Iranian 
government with the hope that the Iranian rulers will heed to 
the call of reason. But they did not. 


On 4 September 1980, a dangerous development took 
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place in the services of incidents. The Iranian armed forces 
began bombarding peaceful Iraqi towns, which resulted in 
heavy casualties and property losses. The aggression 
continued for the coming days. Iran did not respect any of 
lraq’s calls. But, on the contrary, Iran announced closing 
lranian airspace before Iraqi civilian aviation, closure of 
Hermuz Straits before Iraqi natigation, contrary to interna- 
tional Law and Algiers Agreement of 1975. lran declared a 
state of emergency on the borders and started a wide-scale 
military operation. It propogated military communiques that 
tell of using airforce and setting fire in Iraqi oil fields. All this 
took place before 22 September, 1980. On the other side, 
lraq warned the Iranian side from continuing bombardment 
and shouldered Iran full responsibilities for the consequ- 
ences. All these warnings did not work. Iraq was forced to 
use its lawful right in self-defence in accordance with the 
principles of international law. In addition, the Algiers 
agreement of 1975 stipulated that any violation to any item 
is regarded complete cancellation of the agreement. Within 
this context, Iraq started repulsing agression and the 
enemy retreat from Iraqi borders. This has happened on 22 
September, 1980. Iraq declared that this action is limited, 
just to repulse the aggression. In order not to aggrevate the 
situation Iraq declare by president Saddam Hussein — its 
rediness to stop fighting. 


Within this context, we would like to talk about peaceful 
initiatives proposed by Irag and Iraq’s readiness to abide by 
all international resolutions and peaceful initiatives made by 
non-aligned movement, United Nations, Islamic Confer- 
ence and Friendly Countries, so that you will be fully aware 
of the events taking place following to the break out. of 
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fighting in Sept., 1980. The UN Security Council adopted its 
resolution no 479 on 28 September, 1980 to put an end to 
the fighting. Iraq accepted this resolution, but Iranian rulers 
rejected it and insisted on continuing fighting and war. 


The Saddam Qadissiyah battle, as a consequence, 
should come to put an end to Khomeini arrogance and 
hatred against Islam and Arabism, teach him a lesson how 
to respect Iraq’s and Arab Nation’s will and expose his 
regime as a tool in the hands of imperialist and Zionist 
circles. 


No strange that these circles feel frightened by the 
success of Iraq and defeat of Khomeini, because they meet 
with Khomeini in this hatred. 


The Iraqi woman has the honour to contribute, in her 
full swing of potentialities, and as an integral part of the lraqi 
people, to check aggression and defend national dignity 
and sovereignty, in this war. She realized that the ignorant 
Iranian clique is aiming at the Iraqi Ma, including the 
woman, to usurp all accomplishments achieved in decent 
life. With the belief of the woman in the battle, love for 
country and President Saddam Hussein, she fought in a 
distinguished manner. 219 women met their martyrdom, 
including 29 by air raids, 187 by bombardment and 3 by 
explosives during the period September, 1980 - December 
1984. 


The woman voluntered to fight as well as within the 
ranks of people’s army. Training fields witnessed her 


standing beside her fellow man for training to check 
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aggression and defending the internal front along with the 
plan delineated to the people's army units. 110099 women 
were trained during the period September 1980 - December 
1984. 


In addition, the spirit of victory that accompanied the 
war has provided the Iraqi woman with a great opportunity 
to occupy a better position through her contribution in the 
battle and other important activities. She participated 
directly in civil defence operations, fire extinguishing, 
rescue operations during air raids. 48013 women partici- 
pated during the period from September 1980 to 30 
December 1984. Her visits to war front were continued 
despite all fierce fighting that took place. 4285 visits were 
made for women. The voluntary work of women at hospitals 
to take care of wounded soldiers or civilians was an 
excellent mark. This experience added new impetus to 
women expertise that will not be limited for this present 
stage, but in future also. 14829 women volunteered during 
the period from September 1980 to 30 December 1984. 
The Iraqi woman continued her march with her fellow man 
in the battle and victory. She entered blood donation field. 
67075 women donated blood during the period from 
September, 1980 to 30 December 1984. The outcome was 
68391 bottles of blood. 


With this donation, international calls to put an end to 
this war continued. On 12 July, 1982, the Un Security 
Council issued its resolution No. 514 that called for an 
immediate cease fire, terminate all military operations, 
withdrawal of conflicting forces and reach through interna- 
tional mediation to an honourable and just settlement for all 


87 


issue based on UN charter, including respect of sovereign- 
ty, independence and integrity of states as well as 
non-interferrence in the internal affairs of other countries. 
The Iraqi government accepted this resolution without 
reservation. But it was rejected by Iranian rulers and 
chanted the UN Security Council to take sides with Iraq (7). 
Un Security Council resolution No. 522 of 4 October, 1982, 
in Paragraph 3 stated that the ‘‘Council welcomes” that one 
of the parties (Iraq) has practically expressed its readiness 
to implement UN Security Council’s resolution No. 514 of 
1982 and calls upon the other party (Iran) to follow its heels. 
lran rejected abiding by resolution No. 522. 


On 22 October 1982, the UN General Assembly, that 
consists of all world independent countries issued resolu- 
tion No. 2837 in which it stressed previous resolutions and 
calls for the termination of all military operations between 
the two countries. Again Iraqi government agreed on this 
resolution, while Iranian rulers rejected it, thus violation 
international will and simple UN principles. They insisted on 
continuing war and destruction. 


With this insistence on war, Iraqi (men und women) 
donation continues to defend the country by providing 
“everything for the battle’’ to enhance our national eco- 
nomy and stress the active role of the woman in the battle 
through creative initiatives to minimise costs. She, on the 
other hand, shouldered the responsibility of the man so that 
he will implement his duties at the front and in a manner that 
will enhance the internal front, and continue development 
during war period. 38760 women joined training courses on 
typing and driving. 45863 women took part in production 
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compaigns, including 17813 in the agricultural sector, 
14152 in the agricultural sector and 13898 in the services 
sector during the period September 1980 to 30 December 
1984. Women also organised 303 production markets in 
additiion to 807 people’s markets, during the same period. 
The income was allocated for war expenses, enhance 
women contribution in the victory and exert all efforts 
consumption rationalisation and increase work productivity. 


The success achieved by the Woman and her Federa- 
tion during the prewar period is a continuation to the 
honourable success that accompanied the revolution’s 
programmes during the past period. This time, women 
masses, and the Federation, exerted extra efforts to make 
the enemy sure that their bet on the downfall of Iraq will be a 
loss. The new sacrifice of the woman came as an 
enhancement to our national economy. She donated gold 
and money so that the name of Iraq will be high. 


This opportunity was opened before all Iraqis, each 
according his position and potentialities. Even the children 
of Iraq were not left behind. They donated their toys in 
expression of their deep apprehension of the situation. 


The donation and sacrifices made by lragis to enhance 
our national economy was a reserve pipe of oil following the 
economic blockade made by Iran and the Syrian regime 
against our oil resources. 


Again the contribution was so great to the extent a 
golden statue will be made for ‘Iraqi Woman” as a 


historical legend that will tell future generations the sacri- 
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fices of the Iraqi women in both Qadissiyah battles. 


Again, the peace calls are reiterated, on 21 October 
1983, in a session by UN Security Council, resolution No. 
540 was passed calling both sides, again, to abide by 
ceasefire and accept the principle of negotiations to reach 
an honourable, comprehensive, just and acceptable settle- 
ment by the two sides. Again, the Iranian rulers rejected the 
rsolution and continued refusing all calls for honourable and 
just peace. 


In addition to all these resolutions and mediations from 
the United Nations, Security Council, UN Secretary-Gener- 
al, other friendly organs and states interferred, including 
non-aligned movement, Mr. Olf Palme, and Islamic Confer- 
ence Organisation. In the diplomatic manner, it is not 
preferrable expose the stubborness of any party out of the 
principle of ‘‘neutrality’’ to hold further discussion, but Late 
President Ahmed Seketore, head of the Islamic Conference 
Organisation Delegation, declared during the 4th Islamic 
conference in Casablanca that Iraq agreed to our proposal 
for ceasefire, then agreed to inter into negotiations and 
arbitration. Earlier, Iraq has announced its approval on a 
draft project submitted by Peace Committee brought to 
Baghdad by Senegal Foreign Minister on 6 June, 1982. 


All this willshed light on Iraq’s peaceful intentions and 
the Keeness of its leadership and people and the Iraqi 
woman to attain honourable and just peace. At the same 
time, this state of affairs clearly exposes the aggressove 
[lranian intentions, such intentions that not only are directed 
against the people of Iraq, but neglects all world repre- 
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sentatives as well as the very humanitarian interests of the 
lranian people. 


Not to forget, all what has been extended by the Iraqi 
woman is small portion. The Iraqi woman interacted 
mentally and politically with the events in a clear manner 
during the battle. A great number of women who work in the 
cultural field, the Federation, contributed in enlightening 
other women with the dimensions of the battle we are 
waging against the Iranian rulers and the just aspect for the 
war we are fighting for. These efforts have their effects in 
exposing Iraq’s rights in land and waters for a number of 
women whose culture was limited, due to previous ages of 
oppression. This was done through a number of seminars, 
cultural meetings, and mass gatherings organised by the 
Federation. The woman realized her responsibilities to- 
wards the battle waged by our people & by the Iranian 
regime which aims at obstructing our pan-Arab role in 
countering Zionism and imperialism. This was clearly 
reflected on the psychological aspect. Confidence in victory 
was increased, so the woman was encouraging her sons to 
volunteer in defence for the country. 


The poetess, woman journalist, artist, singer and 
announcer have a distinguished role in the battle, through 
their cultural and artistic production during different semi- 
nars, festivals and exhibitions. All these works expressed 
the love of the Iraqi people to victorions President Saddam 
Hussein. 


The woman also took the habit of visiting families of 
those who met their martyrdam in the war or being lost or 


arrested. 
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With all what has been said, the General Federation of 
lraqi Women has exerted extra efforts to contain all women 
activities and organize their potentialities. it managed to be 
a woman organisation that is able to direct its educational 
efforts to all society strata. 


In this respect, the Central Report of the Ninth 
Congress of the Arab Bath Socialist Party preised this role 
‘‘The General Federation of Iragi Women is no more a 
specialised women organisation. It became, during the last 
years, with direct support from the leadership and President 
Saddam Hussein personally, a national and Lasic organisa- 
tion that is present in all Irag, and contributes in all activities 
and national tasks as well as creatively participate in Sccia! 
build up and development”. 


The Iranian peoples, that suffered for long from 
dependence and exploitation is looking forward from a new 
regime characterized with independence, development, 
decent life and good neighbourly relations. At a time when 
the Iranian woman was looking for achieving her just rights 
in work, equality and freedom, the Iranian rulers, with great 
regret, were pushing the Iranian people to unjustified war 
furnance, due to arrogance and stubborness... to a war that 
will make the Iranian Woman lose her husband, child and 
brother for no reason. 


Finally, | call upon you, in the name of the Iraqi woman 
as a mother, wife, daughter and sister, to raise your voices 
to put pressure on your governments to press Iran to accept 
peace calls, top human and material bleeding that will 
ninder development in both countries. | call upon you to 
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support the oppressed Iranian woman tortured by ignorant 
and backward rulers. 
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GENERAL FEDERATION OF IRAQI WOMEN 
HEADQUARTERS 


BAGHDAD MEETING FOR WOMEN OF 
THE WORLD IN FRAME 

OF THE AIMS OF DECADE OF WOMEN 
AND DEVELOP MENT 


(EQUALITY - DEVELOPMENT - PEACE 
4-8 MARCH 1985) 


In fulfillment of Requirements for the 
International Women Conference at 
Nairobi 1985 


Summary of the National Committee Preparations and 
main areas of progress achieved in realizing the goals of 
the Decade: Equality, development, and peace with an 
outline of the national strategies up to year 2000 
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Introduction 


Upon the request of the commission on the status of 
women acting as the preparatory committee for the World 
Conference of Nairobi 1985, a national committee was 
established in 1983 representing members of several 
Ministries and institutions, with the General Federation of 
lragi Women acting as a co-ordinator, in order to prepare 
the requirements for participation in the conference in 
question. The national committee first commenced with 
studying the questionnaire, distributed to governments by 
the preparatory committee by mid of year 1983, which 
covered all aspects concerning the status of women 
nationally as specified through the World Plan of Action of 
Mexico 1975 and the World Programme of Action at 
Copenhagen 1980. The national committee headed by Mrs. 
Manal Younis, President of the G.F.I.W. contacted all the 
formal and informal institutions possibly concerned with 
answering the questionnaire, held several meetings and 
made many interviews to discuss issues relating to women 
advancement particularly with the representatives of all 
institutions concerned who were very co-operative and able 
to present the replies needed in time specified. The second 
important task before the national committee was to gather, 
review and analyse those replies and finally write them in 
their final forms then submitting them to the preparatory 
committee in time before the deadline permissible. This 
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task so well organized and performed as described, was 
not ordinary at all for several reasons mainly because of the 
considerable volume of the questionnaire, the wide range of 
areas included in the questions, in addition to the nature of 
the questions themselves which were largely interlinked 
with each other, a fact that required exerting much efforts in 
first rewriting the questions several times emphasizing each 
time a different aspect before forwarding them to institu- 
tions concerned, then a similar process was required, after 
receiving replies, in analysing and making necessary 
adjustments before finally arriving at the exact and specific 
answer for every question involved. A very important 
restraint throughout the whole mission was the time limit for 
filling a questionnaire with that volume, which was a source 
of pressure on all members of the national committee. 


Right afterwards the committee started the prepara- 
tions of the national document, another prerequisite for 
Nairobi Conference, which were to include two main parts 
the first of which deals with the review and appraisal of the 
progress made and obstacles encountered in achieving the 
goals of the Decade: equality, development and peace 
nationally, whereas the second deals with the national 
strategies up to year 2000 for continuing action towards full 
attainment of the Goals of the Decade. The committee 
depended in the preparations of both parts of the document 
on the data collected for the questionnaire in addition to 
consulting other sources’ especially regarding the 
strategies’ formulation. 


It is worthwhile mentioning that along side the 
abovementioned preparations, the G.F.I.W. has made 
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considerable efforts to inform and enlighten the public in 
general, and the Iraqi women in particular about the 
objectives and goals and the importance of Women Decade 
& their effects on the status of women at both national and 
international levels. The G.F.I.W. also held several semi- 
nars or subjects relating to the Decade such as advance- 
ment of rural women and decisionmaking to assist in 
supplying the exact data for the national committee. The 
Federation has also participated in the regional efforts 
made by the Regional Committee for Western Asia in 
preparations for its regional conference on December 1984 
and as a member in the conference itself which came out 
with an important document on women advancement at the 
regional level. 


Being a women organization itself, the G.F.I.W. had 
prepared a special programme for full participation at the 
Forum in its various activities especially on the informative 
part. 


Review and Appraisal of Progress made and 
Obstacles encountered on the national level in achiev- 
ing the goals of the Decade: Equality, development and 
peace. Upon reviewing the data collected by the national 
committee on the progress achieved nationally in realizing 
the main goals of the Decade: equality, development and 
peace with special emphasis on employment, health, & 
education, together with the obstacles facing programmes 
and plans for the advancement of women nationally as 
compared with the replies of governments on the question- 
naire summarized and analysed through the overview 
made by the Secretary General of the United Nations, 
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document A/conf. 116/5 on December 1984, the following 
findings are given in this chapter: 


Equality 


lraq is considered one of those countries which has 
succeeded in making a substancial progress during the 
Decade in achieving equality. In addition to the fact that 
women are equal to men in all fundamental rights and 
duties as decreed by Iraqi constitution, women enjoy the 
same rights men have in political field such as the right to 
elect, to be nominated for election, and to join political 
parties. Women also have equal civil rights as men have 
with regard to legal eligibility, the right to judicial contest, to 
assume public office, to practice public authorities and to be 
a member in governmental organizations, professional 
unions and non-governmental organizations. Women have 
equal economic, labor, pension, and social security rights. 
They have the right to ownership of agricultural land and to 
join agricultural co-operatives. Moreover, they have equal 
rights in personal statute laws concerning marriage, inheri- 
tance, guardianship and custody in addition to equality in 
financial priviliges and education rights. 


Employment 


Equality before law and health services both affect 
positively the enhancement of progress in women employ- 
ment. Female labor force constute 35% of the formal 
wage-earning labor force as indicated by governments 
replies when breaking down this percentage in Iraq, women 
represent 21% of wage earning labor force except in the 
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agricultural sector where women contribution is 43.7% of 
total labor force, therefore the general rate of women 
employment is close to the international figure particularly 
when considering the fact that half of the labor force of 
women are concentrated in rural areas in Iraq. 


The overview also indicates that married women 
constitute a large segment of this famele labor force. This 
fact reflects a fundamental shift in the traditional role of 
women as wives and mothers. Iraq has similar trends to the 
majority of countries in this respect. The overview also 
shows that women, however, still make up a large share of 
the labor in sectors traditionally reserved for women with 
certain industries reporting a concentration of women such 
as textiles, clothing, and foot wear, in addition to a 
predominance of women in sales and foot wear, in addition 
to a predominance of women in sales and services. Replies 
also indicated that women are making some gains in 
professional fields. Another important feature of women 
employment is that women continue to occupy positions as 
low-paid salaried employees where minimal skills are 
required. This phenomenon is less acute in Iraq, though it 
still exists to certain degrees, mainly because women 
represent 35% of all labor force having formal education 
level higher than secondary and 37% of all labor force in 
secondary or intermediate levels, whereas they represent 
only 11% of all labor force with primary or no education. 
This phenomenon indicates that a large segment of women 
labor force have adequate education that enables them to 
hold positions in levels higher than the low-paid salaried 
employees posts mentioned earlier. 
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Health 


Replies of governments indicated that developing 
countries concentrate their efforts in primary health needs 
which embraces the health needs of most people including 
maternal and child health, nutritional, education and family 
planning programmes. As regarding Iraq, This aspect of 
health is of central concern especially in offering health 
services to mothers before and after delivery and to 
children. This concern emerges from the awareness of the 
important role women have as health provider to all 
members of their families. Through the replies of the 
governments indicate that countries of the world as yet far 
from the goal of health for all by the year 2000, recognition 
that the goals will not be achieved without the full 
participation of women, who therefore require special 
attention, is indeed a major accomplishment of the Decade. 


Education 


The Decade witnessed a substancial growth in educa- 
tional apportunities for girls and women at all levels 
particularly in basic education. Virtually all countries indi- 
cated that educational opportunities are available equally 
for males and females and that there is real equality in 
developed countries at both primary and secondary levels. 
several countries made many attempts to eliminate sex 
stereotypes in curricular materials and to encourage 
women to enter fields formerly dominated by men. In Iraq, 
aside from having actual equal educational opportunities 
available for both males and females at primary and 
secondary levels where percentages of both sexes enrol- 
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ment are very close, substantial efforts were devoted to 
increase enrolment of women in higher education during 
the Decade. Likewise, efforts to encourage girls to enrol in 
vocational and technical institutes have resulted in raising 
the percentage of female enrolment to 30.7% bearing in 
mind that prior to 1975 entrance to vocational schools was 
confined to home arts and commerce schools and it was 
right at the beginning of 1976 when girls were admitted to 
all fields of vocational and technical education. The 
percentage of women enrolment inlraq in teacher’s insti- 
tutes in 50.5% and is 30% in higher education during the 
period of the Decade. 


The overview indicated that women play major roles in 
the educational profession and are thus influential in 
formulating education policy. This phenomenon is also very 
clearly indicated through the percentages mentioned earlier 
about Iraq in this field where women are given more 
opportunities in this profession following a central policy 
towards having this profession dominated by women. The 
percentage of women schools’ directors now in Iraq is 45% 
in primary education, 35% in secondary education. Women 
participate in educational supervision at a percentage of 
40% in primary schools and by 22% at secondary schools. 


Other areas 


The overview report shows that progress towards 
equality in the Decade has been seen in the achievements 
made in fields mentioned earlier, but still full attainment of 
the Goals of the Decade has not occured. Issues concern- 
ing communications and media as related to the advance- 
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ment of women are of great importance in changing the 
sterotypes of women, Replies asserted that there has been 
a positive change in the image of women presented in the 
media with greater emphasis on their roles as workers and 
professionals and on discussions of their roles. Some 
countries have adopted policies requiring the media to 
promote the positive image of women influenced by the 
Decade. In Iraq; serious attention is given to the role of the 
media in mobilizing public opinions and paving the road for 
the acceptance of women role in all sectors and at all levels 
of society life. 


The general conclusion to be drawn from governments 
replies in this area is that the promotion of women in the 
media began to gain momentum during the Decade and 
that strong basis for further progress is in place in many 
countries which in itself represent a major accomplishment 
for the decade though there is still plenty of room for more 
efforts to be done to affect greater progress in this area in 
the future. 


Development 


Development means ‘“‘total development including 
development in political,economic, social, cultural and other 
dimensions of human life.....and also the physical, moral, 
intellectual growth of the human person. The overview 
report states that research on the role of women in 
development during the decade continually revealed that 
development has not always benefited women equally and 
that women contribution to development is often not 
recognized and often get little or no remunerations. There is 
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a strong ned to analyse and acknowledte women contribu- 
tion to development to remove obstacles standing in the 
way of their full participation and enjoyment of the benefits 
accruing from positive changes in society. In Iraq, imple- 
mentation of development plans have achieved consider- 
able integration of women in all sectors of national life. 
Women themselves have realized a tangible progress as 
participants and beneficiaries in all development program- 
mes during the Decade. Progremmes for providing assist- 
ance and services to woman were adopted to alleviate her 
double-work burden on domestic and social activities. 
There is also a growing attention to increase women 
participation in wider range of activities in industry, agricul- 
ture, commerce, and services sectors exceeding the 
traditional areas of women concentration. However, the 
need still exists to further mobilize society to increase 
women participation in non-traditional areas together with 
providing more opportunities for women in terms of 
vocational and leadership training, assistance, and counsel 
particularly to those women willing and able to work as 
owners of private projects in all sectors of economy. 


The overview shows that women have actually partici- 
pated in formulating national planning policies and objec- 
tives in an increasing number of countries during the 
Decade as indicated by the replies of governments. There 
is also a growing awareness in a majority of countries of the 
importance of women participation in this field. The replies 
also showed that there are differences between developed 
and developing countries concerning development priori- 
ties. Market economy countries focus mainly on areas 
related to the employment of women such as enhanced 
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opportunities for training in science and technology. Both 
developed market economy countries and centally planned 
economy countries provide social and infrastructural sup- 
port to women to alleviate the double-work burden of 
employment and domestic activities. Whereas developing 
countries focus on women equality as related to national 
economic development and place priority on develooment 
policies addressed to meet basic needs in food. shelter. 
health care and income generation in addition to directing 
attention to increase women economic productivity. Though 
there is a substantial variation in the nature and emphasis 
of policies and plans as mentioned earlier. a heightened 
consciousness of the need to include women in planning is 
evident throughout the world, a fact that is considered as 
one of the main achievements of the Decade. Further more 
policies aiming at advancement of women are directed also 
to sectoral activities with a growing concern to the 
importance of the agricultural sector where many countries 
have adopted measures and policies to improve women 
productivity and to extend various services to rural women 
with emphasis on training in utilizing modern technology to 
reduce the burden of women and free them to participate 
more fully in other development activities. The replies of 
governments also showed the crucial role of non-gov- 
ernmental organizations particularly women organizations 
in providing assistance to rural women and in facilitating the 
implementation of new development policies in co-ordina- 
tion with official institutions. 


In Iraq, continuous efforts are directed to enhance 
women participation in the expanding activities at the 


agricultural sector through the introducticn and imple- 
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mentation of simplified technologies compatable to the 
needs and abilities of rural women, and to provide adequate 
training programmes to improve their skills and increase 
their productivity to the end of raising their standard of 
living. The G.F.I.W. has an effective role in identifying the 
needs of rural women, suggesting the means to meet those 
needs, facilitating the implementation of training program- 
mes, coordinating efforts with the formal and informal 
organizations concerned with agricultural development, 
and providing assistance to increase the productivity of 
rural women in the agricultural sector. However, the role of 
the G.F.I.W. is not at all confined to assist rural women but 
is rather very comprehensive. The Federation has made 
considerable efforts during the Decade in providing legal 
assistance and counsel to women, informing governmental 
institutions concerned of any violations depicted in the 
implementation of equal rights laws for purposes of 
immediate redress, and further giving advice to institution 
concerned to modify or adopt more adequate procedures to 
the end of full implementation of equal right laws. Being 
close to women in all sectors of national life, the Federation 
have always been of great assistance to official institutions 
in presenting suggestions that helped in formulating plans 
and policies effective in achieving progress in actions 
directed for the full integration of women in development. 
The Federation has also made a substancial contribution in 
mobilizing society to provide greater opportunities for 
women in assuming higher posts and played and important 
role in training a large segment of women directly through 
its centers or indirectly through assisting women to benefit 
from training programmes provided by formal & informal 
institutes. Improving the image of women and reducing or 
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eliminating prejudices existing at certain levels of various 
sectors of national life is another very crucial area where 
the Federation was very active during the Decade. 


Peace 


Peace is fundamental in many ways to the achieve- 
ment both of equality and development. It means in its 
broadest sense, a state in which resources, material and 
human are used for the positive purpose of improving living 
conditions, health, welfare and happiness, and provide an 
environment fee from conflict and violence in home, the 
community, the state, and indeed the globe. In this large 
context women must work to achieve peace on both 
national and international levels. The overview states that 
the links between women and peace can be made in a 
number of ways both directly and indirectly.A state of peace 
in the world would release enormous physical and human 
resources currently used for defense purposes, that could 
go towards surmounting barriers to equality of all persons 
and to development. The role of women as first and most 
important educators of coming generation is particularly 
critical because it changes attitudes towards war and peace 
by installing values of respect for different people and 
ideologies and by teaching non-violent behaviour in the 
home and in the national and international arenas. Women 
participate also in achieving peace by playing their roles in 
decision making in national and international issues 
whether they hold posts in official institutions or act as 
members of diplomatic missions in addition to being 
members in national and international non-governmental 
organizations of peace objectives. Due to the fact that 
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women are not fully represented in the areas mentioned 
earlier, except to their role in non-governmental organiza- 
tion where they have achieved a substantial progress 
during the Decade, there is a great need to strengthen their 
role in this area in the future. 


As concerning Iraqi woman, she has made great 
efforts through the G.F.I.W. to asert the importance of 
peace and its inevitable relation with equality and develop- 
ment in such a way that makes any attempt for their 
separation dangerous and harmful to all other main and 
secondary objectives of the Decade. The Federation has 
developed relations with the majority of national and 
international women organizations of the world and has 
been able during the Decade to strengthen these relations 
and condense all collective efforts to form positive attitudes 
in all issues which affect women cause on national, regional 
and international arenas. The Federation also endeavoured 
to gain support on crucial national issues concerning the 
region and has called upon all national and international 
organizations to condemn Zionism, colonialism and foreign 
occupation of Arab land. The Iraqi woman through her 
Federation strongly supported the Palestinian woman in her 
struggle to regain the rights of her people and called for the 
implementation of United Nations Resolutions relevant to 
the legitimate and inalianable rights of the Palestinian 
people including their rights ‘to return to their homeland, 
their selfdetermination, the establishment of their indepen- 
dent state, and that the P.L.O. is the sole representative of 
Palestinian People in addition to the fact that the Palesti- 
nian people are the main front in achieving just and 
continuous peace in the Middle East. The Iraqi women has 


109 


also supported the Lebanese Women and called for ending 
the Israeli occupation of the Lebanease occupied territories 
in Southern Lebanon and to implement United Nations 
resolutions as a first important step to allow Lebanon to 
regain sovereignty and unity of its land, to rebuild what has 
been destructed through war, and to begin once again to 
utilize its resources for development in a peacefui and 
secured environment. 


The Iragi woman has more than once condemned 
racism, racial discrimination and aperthied and particularly 
the illegitimate alliance of Zionism and aperthied and their 
effects on people of Africa and Palestine. The G.F 1.W. has 
also condemned through its statements and declarations 
addressing national and international organizations of the 
world the Britoria Region and explained that the Iraqi 
Gvernment has long ago boycotted it and has no relations 
whatsoever with its government. Based on the solid and 
persistant position of Iraq, the Federation continues its 
support to all liberation movements in Asia, Latin America, 
and Africa and condemns al! forms of colonialism and 
domination since real peace cannot dominate without 
acknowledging the right of all people of the world in the 
sovereignty of their lands, their self-detrmination, and to 
utilize their resources to their best interests. The Iraqi 
woman has also affirmed positive stands towards ending 
armament and Nuclear armament races and the use of 
human and natural resources for destructive purposes. She 
continuously called for reinvesting nuclear energy for the 
welfair of humanity directing it to technological advance- 
ment and developent of national economics. Iraqi women 
has urged the implementation of the New International 
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Economic Order to terminate all ill-practices of the present 
International Economic order which dangerously afect 
development plans of developing countries and increase 
the possibility of international armed confrontation. The 
New Economic Order through assuring equilibrium and 
equality of international relations and by affirming justice in 
all international dealings, promotes and enhances efforts 
towards peace and development throughout the world. 


Inspite of its strong belief in the freedom of people and 
their sovereignty over their lands and its respect to 
neighboring countries, Iraq has been facing for the fifth year 
now the Iranian aggression on its land planned by the 
leaders of this backward regime to acquire land by force, 
manipulate the values of the Great Islamic Relegion and 
force the Iranian Peole into a destructive war for their own 
interests having no respect or consideration for devine and 
human values or for international norms. The antagonistic 
attitudes of this regime against Iraq together with its 
oppressive practices against Iranian people and particularly 
lranian women, is a clear evidence that a regime of this sort 
can not possibly comprehend the goals of the Women 
Decade and consequently can not realize any progress in 
the advancement of Iranian women status who are inturn 
subject to an unsurpassed oppression witnessed by the 
present civilized societies. Such a situation indeed calls for 
the consolidation of efforts of all women of the world to act 
seriously in exerting pressure over the heads of the Iranian 
regime through ther governments in order to end the war 
and resort to peaceful negotiations to settle the conflict 
between the two neighbouring countries in peaceful means 
for the best interest of both parties concerned and also to 
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adhere to peace initiatives such as those presented by the 
Islamic Conference Organization and the non-aligned 
movement which Iraq has already accepted in order to end 
once and for all this destructive war which has exposed not 
only the Gulf area but the whole world to the dangers of 
armed confrontation with all its disastrous consequences 
on humanity. The G.F.I.W. has explained to all national and 
international women organizations and other organizations 
concerned how this regime has driven hundreds of Iranian 
children into its aggressive war against Iraq using them in 
exploding mine fields facing Iranian soldiers in their attacks 
on Iraqi territories in addition to its refusal to accept their 
return to Iran pretending they are not Iranians and how the 
lraqi government protected them and adopted progremmes 
for their education and growth in cooperation with interna- 
tional organizations. The G.F.I.W. also described and 
exposed the savage practices against Iraqi prisoners of war 
and the mass-killing of hundreds of them in Iranian prison 
camps. Those terrible crimes have shaken the conscience 
of humanity and were condemned throughout the world. 
Stemming from its human role, the G.F.I.W. believing that 
lranian oppressed women are in great need of assistance 
and support, signed a peaceful agreement with the Iranian 
society for defending women’s rights and soon afterward a 
peace committee was formed to support Iranian women 
and work towards ending the war, and to bring back peace 
once again to the region. The Federation also participated 
in the conference on the consequences of the Gulf War 
held in Iraq from 8-10 July 1984 and attended by more than 
700 Arab and Foreign personality whose purpose was to 
have an insight into the Iraqi Iranian war. A follow-up 
committee was formed shortly after the conference follow- 
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ing a suggestion made by women participating in the said 
conference. The committee issued two declaration addres- 
sing one to the women of the world urging them to exert all 
possible efforts and to call on their governments to practice 
more pressure on the Iranian regime to adhere to the 
United Nations resolutions on Iraqi-lranian conflict and 
resort to peaceful means to settle their differences with Iraq, 
whereas the other declaration was addressed to Khumaini 
himself asking him to accept peace initiations and follow 
peaceful means to bring back peace to the region. 


The International Women Conference of Nairobi 1985 
shall be a unique opportunity to consolidate efforts of official 
delegations representing all participating countries on 
crucial issues pertaining to promoting peace and to further 
emphasize the fact that efforts exerted to this and are highly 
inseparable from those directed to attain full equality and 
development throughout the world mainly because of the 
mutual relations that link those three objectives together. 
The Forum shall also represent a great women demonstra- 
tion formed by all non-governmental women organizations 
to direct efforts towards achieving world peace and to give 
women of the world a chance to advance their status since 
the Decade has already provided the basis for realizing the 
major steps towards progress in specifying efforts directed 
to that end particularly through mobilizing public opinions 
and formulating the main strategies to facilitate the full 
attainment of its goals. It is therefore imperative that both of 
the conference and the Forum should emphasize the need 
to increase awareness of the importance of the goals of the 
Decade on local, national, and international levels by all 
participants in order to assist in eliminating all barriers 
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hindering the full attainment of these goals. 


Strategies for the Advancement of Women Status up to 
year 2000. 


5 The overview presented by the Secretary General of 
the United Nations has clearly stated upon analysing the 
replies made by governments on the questionnaire that 
there are fundamental obstacles and operational restraints 
which both limited the full attainment of the Goals of the 
Decade throughout the world. The one most frequently 
cited among fundamental obstacles was that of attitudes, 
centering on the image of women as different and frequent- 
ly inferior to men also emphasizing the stereotype where 
women are “home makers”’ and men are “bread winners”’. 
This attitude is pervasive on social, economic, political, and 
cultural aspects of life and in official and non-official 
institutions almost all over the world. The second fun- 
damental obstacles centers on the particular needs of 
women in relation to their child-bearing function and 
associated with child rearing. Women are afected by such 
requirements and inconveniences are caused in work 
careers and to employers which constitute an obstacle to 
women advancement in work place and in their committ- 
ments as wage-employees. The third fundamental obstacle 
is the lack of knowledge of the potential of women and the 
policies needed for women to fulfill that potential. Despite a 
substantial increase of research on women’s issues during 
the Decade, the lack of adequate data useable to policy 
makers especially on women contribution to economic and 
social development in their countries and the inter-rela- 
tionship between women roles and the local national, and 
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international issues facing humanity, iscited repeatedly as 
our obstacle by governments. The question of shortage of 
resources is the fourth obstacle where difficult economic 
situations have severely limited national development 
efforts and it is frequently women who are the first to be 
dispensed with from the pay-roll lists. 


There are operational restraints resulting from the 
major obstacles most important among which is the fact 
that on the operational level, and inspite of the theoratical 
equality in rights and opportunities between men and 
women, actual educational opportunities, for instance, are 
not equal between males and females because of the 
related stereotyped view of women as wives and mothers 
and therefore not requiring formal education. Besides, 
curricular offerings are heavily segregated by sex in many 
countries with females enrolled in higher numbers in 
literature and the arts, social sciences and home econo- 
mics and in lesser number in mathematics, physics, and 
engineering. Women also suffer from effects of doublework 
burden which makes educational achievements, and full 
committment to wage employment difficult. Men who have 
no such burdens can have all the advantages of advanced 
positions due to there higher levels of skills and experi- 
ences gained through full time work and uninterrupted 
employment as compared to women. There is a great need 
for a strengthened political will to ensure the advancement 
of women and eliminate the fundamental obstacles and 
operational restraints mentioned earlier in addition to the 
need to give proper attention to the role of media in 
lessening prejudices against women. Policies and program- 
mes to reduce or eliminate operational constraints are 
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underway and must be continued. 


As far as the political resolution mentioned earlier, it is 
valid and applied in Iraq stemming from the great attention 
given by the political leadership to the question of women 
liberation and their full integration in all activities of national 
life. Therefore it is safely inferred that the fundamental 
obstacles are very tactfully dealt with tough some of their 
consequences are still present and need to continue 
emphasis on implementing programmes and policies to 
eliminate the remaining operational restraints. In fact lraq 
suffered from similar obstacles and restraints facing de- 
velopment throughout the world but the presence of the 
political will greatly decreased their effects. However 
regarding the fourth fundamental obstacle, and inspite of all 
the efforts to promote development plans, a substantial 
portion of human and natural resources is now directed 
towards defense purposes at the Iraqi-lranian war which 
represent in itself a fundamental obstacle towards the full 
attainment of all the goals of the Decade. 


There has been a considerable shift in attitudes on 
women’s roles resulting in greatly lesser segregation 
between men and women in both work and education in 
lraq. Besides, women abilities and capacities to achieve 
success in all sectors of national life especially those 
formerly reserved for men, greatly affected the process of 
eliminating a major segment of operational restraints as 
compared to those still present in many other developing 
countries. 


Therefore, the object of formulating strategies for the 
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advancement of women is not only to determine the paths 
to be followed to achieve that end but mainly to eiliminate 
whatever obstacles are left iri the process of full attainment 
of the goals of the Decade. The national committee is 
preparing at present the frame work of those strategies as 
part of the requirements for the International Conference at 
Nairobi. In the following chapter a quick outline is drawn of 
the main areas where strategies are formulated as classi- 
fied through the national document. 


I. Development: 
A: Social aspects 


1. Extending the range of socialservicesand assistance 
provided for women and families with proper attention 
to child care and development, and to lessen the 
double-work burden of women to enable them perform 
their duties within the range of their capabilities and 
abilities and without endangering the interest and unity 
of the family. 


2. Continuing efforts to provide all possible economic and 
social securities and to offer all social services possibly 
needed to improve the status of disadvantaged women 
groups including women suffering from broken family 
relations, orphens from nursing age to 18 years, 
widowes, divorcees, disabled women, elderly women, 
minors, detented women, vagabonds, and misde- 
meanors who are in need of special care because of 
their health, phsycological, social, economic and/or 
legal status. 
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Continuing efforts to implement the remaining part of 
the projects directed towards providing energy and 
water supplies to all the regions of Iraq after having 
covered all cities and large segment of rural areas 
during the Decade, in addition to providing adequate 
housing to all citizens within the levels of their incomes 
and with proper services directed to meet the needs of 
women and their families at new settlement projects. 


Endeavoring to increase female enrolments in non- 
traditional areas of vocational and accademic educa- 
tion such as physics and engineering and providing 
programmes of counsel and assistance to your women 
to help them make the optimal choice in their scientific 
and working careers which is compatible to their 
abilities. 


Offering a wider range of programmes for continuous 
education for graduates of literacy classes after having 
erradicated illiteracy in Iraq during the three-years 
national illiteracy Eradication campaign implemented in 
1978, to enable them to further improve their level of 
education and consequently their economic and social 
status through assistance of governmental and non- 
governmental organizations. 


Providing more opportunities to train women in all 
sectors of national life to improve their managerial and 
technical skills and consequently their status at work 
with emphasis on training women whose family bur- 
dens have interrupted their working career at certain 
intervals, inorder to enable them to proceed in their 
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10. 


11. 


work after acquiring the skills required on equal basis 
with men. 


Assisting and promoting training institutes and en- 
couraging increased enrolment of women in those 
institutes to improve their skills and enable them reach 
higher levels of employment in an effort to reduce 
concentration of women employment at low-paid salar- 
ied positions in certain areas of economic sectors 
where higher skills are required. 


Extending the base for health services offered to 
women, children, and families with particular emphasis 
on maternity and child care to decrese to the lowest 
percentages possible the rates of mothers and child 
mortality. 


Working continously to increase the number of staff of 
intermediate health providers to correspond to the 
international ratios of assistants to doctors and of 
assistants and doctors to population providing neces- 
sary incentives and remunerations that particularly 
encourage women to join nursing and medical careers. 


Increasing efforts directed to heighten consciousness 
on health and environment aspects in the society as a 
whole with more attention given to the role of women 
who are the most effective health providers in the 
family. 


Continue adopting mass communication and media 
policies and programmes to promote and enhance 
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12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


efforts exerted to improve attitudes concerning women 
image and their roles in full attainment of the goals of 
the Decade: equality, development, and peace and 
continuously portray women as an integral mature 
person acting according to human and national values. 


Increasing co-ordination between official and non- 
Official information institutions in formulating informa- 
tion programmes and policies concerned with the 
advancement of women and identifying the task of 
each institution in promoting the kind of literature which 
is compatible to its nature and volume of distribution. 


Further encouraging the publishing of literature in 
various fields of arts and sciences, particularly that 
composed by women, and expanding the range of 
subjects and themes concerned with the positive roles 
of women to assist in changing the negative and 
traditional image of women wherever it is still present. 


Endeavoring to enable women have a more influential 
role in the formulation and implementation of mass- 
communication and media policies and programmes 
as a decision maker at advanced posts in instutions 
concerned. 


Further asserting the importance of the role played by 
nongovernmental organizations which embrace a wide 
variety of professional, community, and women orga- 
nizations in serving and assisting women and society 
and providing them with material and technical support 
to enable them to perform their role more effectively. 
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B. Economic Aspcts 


16. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


Asserting the need to provide more statistical data and 
information on the volume of actual and potential 
contribution of women in all sectors of national life to be 
used by policies and programmes formulators to 
ensure the full integration of women in development. 


. Providing more opportunities for women to participate 


in planning and policy formulation directly as decision 
makers or indirectly when counselling with them as 
beneficiaries. 


Giving more importance to reseach concerning effects 
of industrialization on society such as the phenomenon 
of expatriation and its consequences on men, women, 
and families and reviewing literature on the experience 
of other countries in this respect while working out 
solutions which must also take into consideration the 
values of local societies. 


Identifying and implementing patterns of part-time jobs 
convenient to the needs of a large segment of women 
at various cycles of their lives especially when they 
should be close to their families, and adopting mea- 
sures that ensure adequate remunerations compared 
to those granted to full-time workers in order to 
guarantee that. their temporary occupation in family 
responsibilities have no negative effect on their 
Careers. 


Expanding opportunities for training women in various 
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21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


20. 


sectors of national life to increase their skills especially 
upon introducing new technologies to ensure the full 
enjoyment of technological advancement by women. 


Urging employers at both public and private sectors to 
encourae women employment in non-traditional fields 
with particular emphasis on activities requiring higher 
productivity in rural and urban areas and providing 
necessary incentives, information and training prog- 
rammes on the jons offered. 


Giving more attention to improving working environ- 
ment particularly in the private sector to encourage 
women employment and providing technical assist- 
ance to small industries whose administrative task are 
within the range of abilities of a large segment of 
women willing to enter as professionals in this area. 


Reviewing rural development programmes to incorpo- 
rate women needs and to meet the level of their skills at 
both technical and economic activities to achieve full 
integration of rural women in development. 


Encouraging active participation of women as contribu- 
tor and beneficiaries in all rural production programmes 
such as animal husbandry and fishery programmes to 
make full usage of women efforts in this important area 
of food security. 


Increasing integration of women as contributors and 
beneficiaries in designing, formulating and selecting 


proper technologies which save natural and material 
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26. 


27. 


28. 


24. 


resources and use low-cost energy and emphasizing 
the role of non-governmental organizations to make 
women aware of the presence of such technologies 
and to encourage their implementation. 


Expanding the base of women professional assistants 
in rural areas by the co-ordinated efforts of formal and 
non-governmental organizations providing training 
programmes to increase the level of skills required for 
women participants, in addition to adequate incentives 
to ensure women enrolment in such posts. 


Promoting supervising and administrative activities of 
Official institutions at both commercial and services 
sectors and adopting training programmes to enable 
their staff to offer better services and assistance to all 
participants in these two sectors and encouraging 
women enrolment especially at higher posts to have an 
effective role in policy and programme formulation. 


Encouraging women to participate as merchants in the 
private commercial sector and reviewing prerequisites 
for participation in such professions to the end of 
modifying present requirements to be compatible with 
the qualification and abilities of a large segment of 
women who want activities to achieve full integration of 
rural women in development. 


Encouraging active participation of women as contribu- 
tor and beneficiaries in all rural production programmes 
such as animal husbandry and fishery programmes to 
make full usage of women efforts in this important area 
of food security. 

123 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


Increasing integration of women as contributors and 
beneficiaries in designing, formulating and selecting 
proper technologies which save natural and material 
resources and use low-cost energy and emphasizingg 
the role of non-gvernmental organizations to make 
women aware of the presence of such technologies 
and to encourage their implementation. 


Expanding the base of women professional assistants 
in rural areas by the co-ordinated efforts of formal and 
non-governmental organizations providing training 
programmes to increase the level of skills required for 
women participants, in addition to adequate incentives 
to ensure women enrolment in such posts. 


Promoting supervising and administrative activities of 
Official institutions at both commercial and services 
sectors and adopting training programmes to enable 
their staff to offer better services and assistance to all 
participants in these two sectors and ecnouraging 
women enrolment especially at higher posts to have an 
effective role in policy and programme formulation. 


Encouraging women to participate as merchants in the 
private commercial sector and reviewing prerequisites 
for participation in such professions to the end of 
modifying present requirements to be compatible with 
the qualification and abilities of a large segment of 
women who want to enter this field. 
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ll. Political participation and advancement of the legal 
status of women: 


29. 


30. 


Increasing efforts to change the social system through 
installing new values and norms which necessarly 
create humane and positive attitudes to build up the 
new socialist society whose member have equal rights 
and balanced commitments regardless of their sex in 
all community activities. 


Continue efforts towards increasing women participa- 
tion in political life as members of political parties, 
unions, non-governmental organizations and diploma- 
tic missions and assesting the need to enable women 
assume advanced posts to participate more effectively 
in decision making in crucual national and international 
issues. 


Ili. Promoting women participation at decision-making 
levels: 


31. 


32. 


33. 


Increasing woman awareness of their equal rights and 
duties and adopting extensive programes for that end 
through mass media and communication institutions. 


Continuing the process of reviewing curricula at all 
educational levels and fields concerned to reflect a 
wholesome equal image of women with respect to their 
capabilities compared to men and to enableinstalling 
postivie values concerning women roles in national life. 


Increasing efforts directed towards full implementation 
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34. 


35. 


36. 


of all equal rights legislations and promoting and 
assisting institutions monitoring and supervising this 
aspect of community activities. 


Urging mass-media and communication institutions 
Official or non official to adopt programmes which 
promote the importance of enablingwomen to assume 
higher managerial and political posts while emphasiz- 
ing the fact that such advancement cannot possibly 
affect adversely men employees working as women 
subordinates mainly because women success in this 
area is dependent merely upon their qualifications and 
abilities. 


Calling for all official and non official institutions to fix 
percentages of the potential number of women who are 
likely to assume advanced posts at their organizations 
up to year 2000 making every possible effort to ensure 
that those percentages correspond with the member of 
their working force, the nature of their activities and 
training programmes for their mid-and upper-level staff. 


Directing more efforts to urge all institutions concerned 
to encoruage woman to exert all her efforts to develop 
and improve her qualifications and skills and benefit 
from all opportunities available to her in this respect 
being the first beneficiary from all the efforts made for 
her advancement. 
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IV. Women and Peace and International and National 
Co-operation: 


37. Making more efforts in urging women all over the world 


38. 


39. 


40. 


as persons or as members of organizations to continue 
their struggle to eliminate all forms of occupation, 
foreign domination, armed conflicts, wars, terrorism, 
suppression, colonialism, neo-colonnialism, imperial- 
ism, aggression, occupying land by force, racism, 
racial discrimination, aperthied, and zionism consider- 
ing them all as major obstacles towars advancement of 
humanity in general and women in particular. 


Intensifying international efforts and attempts to end 
the lraqi-lranian war, now in its fifth year, in order to 
achieve just peace in the region and same the efforts 
and resources for purposes of development. 


Calling for all international and national women orga- 
nizations to exert all efforts possible to urge all 
governments of the world to work towards ending the 
lraqi-lranian war and practice pressure on the heads of 
the Iranian regime to accept the United Nations 
resolutions and all peace initiatives movement of the 
non-aligned movement and the Islamic Conference 
organization to settle the conflict to the best interest of 
both neighbouring countries. 


Increasing efforts to support the struggle of the 
Palestinian women and call for the impiementation of 
United Nations resolutions relevant to the legitimate 
and unalianable rights of the Palestinian People 
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41. 


42. 


43. 


including their right to return to their homeland, their 
self-determination and establishment of their indepen- 
dent state under the leadership of their sole legitimate 
representative the P.L.O. also asserting principles 
preventing acquisition of land by force and. call for the 
unconditional withdrawal of Israeli forces from all 
Palestinian territories while refusing any discussing of 
the Palestinian case in absence of Palestinian People 
and condemning the establishment of Israeli settle- 
ments, oppression, suppression, imprisonment, ex- 
propriation of land, forced immigration and all such 
inhuman practices. 


Supporting the Lebanese women in her struggle 
against Israeli occupation and occupation of Southern 
Lebanon and all Israeli antagonistic practices and 
expansion policies and call for taking necessary 
measures to end those practices and provide assist- 
ance to Lebanese People and particularly to 
Lebaneses women to enable them rebuild Lebanon. 


Continue efforts directed to support national liberation 
movements all over the world and the struggle of 
African, Asian, and Latin American women to enable 
them concentrate their efforts on developing their 
countries with no foreign interference. 


Intensifying efforts to stop armaments and nuclear 
armaments and direct nuclear energy to achieve 
progress in science and technologies to the interest of 
developing countries. 
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44. 


45. 


46. 


47. 


Supporting all efforts aiming at the establishment of the 
New International Economic Order which ensures the 
adoption of International economic relations based on 
equilibrium and equality between develped and de- 
veloping countries and eliminate international conflict 
ensuing from ill-practices coherent in the present 
international economic order. 

Exerting more efforts in co-ordinating regional prog- 
rammes concerned with the full participation of Arab 
women and organized by regional and Arab organiza- 
tion such as the League of Arab states and United 
Nations Economic Commission for Western Asia, the 
United Nation commission on the Status of Women, the 
United Nations Economic Committee for Africa, the 
offices and regional bureaus of the United Nations 
specialized agencies,and Arab Women Organizations 
and Federations. Such coordination would include 
research, studies, training, planning, and implementing 
programmes and joint ventures. 


Urging all institutions concerned to encourage the 
participation of women in popular and official delega- 
tions to international and regional meetings and confer- 
ences without restricting representation only to meet- 
ings concerned with womens issues. 


Continuing studies and research concerned with moni- 
toring and evaluating achievements and obstacles 
encountered in the advancement of women with a view 
to exchanging experiences among member states, 
particularly in the areas of policy-making and of 
pioneering endeavors. 
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48. Facilitating means of communications and flow of data 
and information between the United Nations systems 
and its specialized agencies on the one hand and the 
national and regional women’s organizations on the 
other hand, in order to enable the latter to benefit from 
international experiences. 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER 


Essence of Legislative Policy 


1. Law Science: 


It is the science which deals with the legal phenamena 
in its past, present and future for reaching new facts it offers 
to the legislative power, if this power admits such facts they 
become a law and if it rejects them they add nothing to the 
articles of the valid law.’ 


Dealing with the past of legal phenomena means 
history of law, while dealing with its present means the law 
which is valid at present, besides, dealig with its future 
means the new formula that is suggested by law science for 
the legal phenomenon. In other words, it means the rules 
which law science suggests for developing the law and it is 
called the legislative policy. 


2. Concept of Legislative Policy: 
The legislative policy may be defined as a plan for the 
integrated legal system that is drawn by formulators of the 


legislative policy according to a certain ideology expressing 
the economic ideas and interests prevailing in a specified 
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society within a particular period of time.Thus it represents 
the main thoughts which direct the law during the stages of 
its enactment and application and it defines legislative 
objectives and the broad lines that must be followed in the 
course of legislation. 


3. Characteristics of Legislative Policy 


The legislative policy has the following important 


characteristics: 


kinetic, because it is subject to the standard of 
development and change and reflects the field pertain- 
ing to development trends; 


revealing, because it reveals the history of science, life 
and legislation in a certain country within a specified 
period of time and it also reflects development courses 
and opinions branching inside a certain state during 
various periods when it transforms gradually or through 
a revolutionary effort from a certain economic, social 
and legal system to another system. It also reflects 
development courses and ideological struggle among 
degenerated systems in under-developed states within 
a specified period of time; 


original, because it is derived from actual society, it 
doesn’t neglect its present, it consults the past and 


draws the aspired future; 


planning, because it directs the project during the 
stage of law enactment, the judge and other bodies in 
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charge of law enforcement during its implementation 
stages. 


4. Ideological Base of Legislative Policy 


The legislative policy in a given country is «influenced 
by the prevailing philosophical ideology and ruling political 
ideology; the philosophical ideology reflects its general 
inclinations and then defines its theoretical image, while the 
political ideology specifies the scope of such inclinations 
and their practical image. Hence, we find the close 
connection between the general policy of the state and 
legislative policy, the former directs the latter and defines its 
frame. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
Legislative Policy in lraq 


First - Polotical Development in Iraq and Legislative 
Policy. 


The relation between polotical and legal development 
is a very close organic one. Political development is 
inevitably leading to legal development which is a means 
used by the polotical development for conscious expression 
of interaction between the political power social and 
economic variables. Since the political development in Iraq 
was the result of a great revolution aiming at a decisive and 
general change in social structure and getting rid of slavery 
residues, degeneration, exploitation and moving toward the 
unified democratic socialist society, therefore it is neces- 
sary to establish an integrated legal system that may lead to 
gradual and strategic achievement of the revolution. 


The establishment of such integrated legal system 
means drawing of clear legislative policy directs the 
legislator towards preservation of law stability and clarity for 
ensuring people's stable awareness of law and apprecia- 
tion of its results. 


For success of this legislative policy and its conformity 
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to the stage requirements, it must rely on the following: 
1. Conscious study of the inherited laws; 
2. Farming of future legislative plan; 


3. Prompt dealing with inherited and instantly arising 
problems in current stage or in an emergency. 


1. Conscious Study of Inherited Laws 


The wide and deep study of the inherited legislation 
and extent of their conformity to the revolutionary change 
movement in Iraq arrived at the conclusion that duration of 
such legislations which were promulgated by exploiting and 
degenerated classes and categories are in sharp contrast 
with the revolutionary change requirements which is.being 
led by the Party with its national, socialist and democratic 
ideology or building the new society. From this point of view 
it was necessary to make a revolutionary legal information 
in harmony with party principles, revolution and develop- 
ment requisites of revolution march, new social and 
economic relations created by the revolution and in 
conformity with its strategic targets. 


2. Formulation of Future legislative Plan: 


Accordingly committees were formed of experts, spe- 
cialists of university professors working in administrative, 
judiciary and executive centres, men of law and lawyers, to 
draw this legislative policy, then it was discussed by the 
people and approved by the political power and embodied 
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by Law of Legal System Reform on 6 March 1976 which 
represents Iraq’s legislative policy. 


3. Prompt Treatment by Instantaneous Legislation 


Instantaneous legislation is necessary and very re- 
quisite. The Political Report of the Eighth Regional Confer- 
ence says, “The Party since the start of its coming to 
power clashed with the problem of the prevailant laws and 
legislations. The party felt itself unable to lead Iraq while 
those laws and legislation were in force. So, the Revolution- 
ary Command Council assumed the capacity of higher 
Legislative body and its decisions took the force and 
effectiveness oflaw.’’* So we find that an important part of 
the legal change process in both social and economic fields 
was initiated directly by party and revolution leadership. 
The party leadership, on the other hand, owing to its 
attachment to the masses, continued to answer, in case of 
necessity may be demanded by a certain stage or an 
emergency or an urgent situation of legislations some of 
them are of permanent nature and their foundation is added 
to the original foundations of the legislative policy in Iraq, 
while others are of temporary or circumstantial nature and 
this means they will disappear upon the discontinuance of 
that situation or emergency in the same way by which they 
came into being. 


Second - Targets of Legislative Policy in lraq 
Aims of legislative policy in Iraq are: 
— Organization and contro! of economic activity con- 
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scious movement in order to realize the targets 
specified by the political leadership and to deepen the 
economic, social, cultural and other transformations 
and to accelerate them with the objective of building all 
material and moral foundations necessary to the 
socialist transformation. 


laying down of rules and legal provisions that may 
ensure the gradual transformation of legal relations 
from individual frame to socialist frame;® 


laying down the rules regulating the state organs, 
method of'their work, formations and achievement of 
symmetry and interaction among them, in such a way 
as to conform to popular democracy conceptions and 
requirements of national development plans, so as to 
enable them reflect precisely and securely the direc- 
tives of the political leadership and ambitions of the 
masses;’ 


protecting state regime, security and its institutions in 
addition to taking care of popular democracy;® 


protecting the bases and conceptions of socialist life 
and educating the citizens on the spirit of reverence to 
the rules of new joint life;? 


Saving Iraq from social reactionism which hinders its 
march towards socialism by revising the provisions 
governing the social life by means of creative 
thinking;'° 
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— Protecting the family and strengthening its social ties 
which are not contraductory to march of revolution;"' 


— Protecting freedom, security and dignity of citizens 
against transgressions;'@ 


Third - Subjects of Legislative Policy in lraq 
1. Economic and Trade Legislations 


Since law reflects the prevalent ideas and economic 
interests in the society,'? therefore, the economic legisla- 
tions are regarded as a reflection of actuality and nature of 
economic operations. 


So the duty of legislative policy shall be bent in the 
economic field on specifying the general fremework and 
main lines which provide the requirements of socialist 
buildfing and answers consciously to the essential and 
growing needs of the masses and ensure the independent, 
balanced and flowering development of national economy, 
guarantee achievement of coordination and Arab economic 
integration in order to establish the material bases of Arab 
unity, ensure development of equal economic relations with 
other states in the light of the national tasks and interests. '4 


2. Civil Legislations: 

Since the civil legislations represent options to the 
political leadership to be translated into legal rules in 
conformity with a certain conception of society reality, the 


task of legislative policy in civil field shall be bent on laying 
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down of the general and main lines of the legal rules and 
provisions that may ensure the gradual transformation of 
legal relations from the individual frame to the socialist 
frame? 


3. Administrative and Political Legislations 


Since authority is not exercised for itself and in itself by 
man for the sake of man,'® the duty of legislative policy 
shall be bent on defining the conception, extent and activity 
of authority on the one hand and on defining the organiza- 
tional framework of administrative organs which are in 
charge of the legal rules and their execution on the other 
hand. The activities of the authority and administrative 
systems are governed by administrative and _ political 
legislations fremework which is drawn by legislative policy. 


4. Penal Legislations 


The legal rules which are laid down by the political 
leadership for economic, social and administrative activities 
in the society may be infringed and consequently it will be 
incumbent to guarantee the safety and observance of such 
rules through laying down of penal legislations based on the 
comprehensive conception of society'’ So the duty of 
legislative policy shall be bent in the penal field on drawing 
the plan necessary to the integrated penal system aiming at 
reduction of criminality phenomenon by defining the means 
of prevention, principles of incirmination, bases of punish- 
ment and means of subsequent care within centrally 
integrated planning.'® 


140 


References: 


12. 


13. 


Principles of Culpable Policy by Dr. Ahmed Fathi Siroor, Al- 
Nahdha Publishing House 1972, Page 9, by reference to: 


Deloga: Le culpabilite dans la theorie generale de |’infraction 
coure de doctorat. 


Emil S. Rapport - la division de la notion d’un politique criminelle 
modern Cujas Paris 1960, P. 38. 


Pierre Pescafore - Introduction a la science du droit, Luxem- 
bourge 1960, P. 232. 


Political Report of the Eight Regional Conference (PRERC), 
Legislation, P. 145. 


Legal System Reform Law (LSRL) P. 21, 22. 
Ibid, P. 31. 
Ibid, P. 48. 
Ibid, P. 67. 
Ibid, P. 67 
Ibid, P. 69 
Ibid, P. 69. 
Ibid, P. 69. 


PRERC, P 


141 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


LSRL, P. 21, 26. 

Ibid, 20, 31. 

Ibid, P. 46. 

Ibid, P. 20. 

Dr. Wathiba Dawood Al-Saadi, The political, Penal and Civil 


Aspects in Penal Legislation in !raq, Magazine of Cmparative 
Law. No. 15, 1983, P. 222. 


142 


CHAPTER TWO 


Legislative Policy in Iraq 
and its Reflections 
on Woman Legal Status 


First - The Woman between Legislation and Social 
Reality 


lraq remained for a long period living a degenerated 
social reality as a result of different political conditions 
imposed on it domination of anti Arab (Shiubi) thoughts; 
traditions and customs very strange to Islam and Arabism 
and which distorted in course of application most of Islam 
religious teachings and most of genuine Arab values. 


Such underdeveloped social reality led the people in all 
their classes and categories to live under savage oppres- 
sion its burden on the woman was more heavy and more 
severe and gradually the woman lost most of her rights of 
which established by Islam and the social, economic and 
polotical position which she occupied before anti Arab 
iedological and actual invasion. 


Consequantly the woman was deprived of her most 
legal righs as a result to establishment of usages and habits 
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abusing or prohibiting enjoyment of her rights and which led 
to neglect of such rights from the point of application in spite 
of the fact that no provision in the laws which deprive the 
woman of her rights. When the Iraqi law maker at that time 
mentioned as a general rule that the masculine word should 
cover both male and female, it denied in application the 
woman the gains and rights by the pretext of nonexistence 
of a provision granting the woman her rights although the 
masculine continued from the aspect of obligation to cover 
both male and female. So the woman remained in such 
condition suffering in spite of this exclusivity from what man 
undergone of political, social and economic oppression. 


Then came 17-30 July 1968 Revolution and changed 
the political and economic systems. 


It endeavoured to change the social system too by 
creating new values and conceptions towards civilized and 
human developmment. The revolutionary legislations play- 
ed an important role in annihilation of feudalist, tribal and 
capitalist usages, customs and habits and replacing them 
by new values and conceptions which are in harmony with 
revolutionary expectations for building the New Arab Man 
which is capable to support and push the revolution 
towards’ building of the new socialist society which 
acknowledges to all its individuals, women and men, 
balanced rights and obligations and makes available to 
them equal opportunities in science, work, affluent and 
honest living. 
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Second - The Ideological Principles of Woman’s Legal 
Status in Iraq. 


The main ideological principles of woman’s new legal 
status in Iraq are as follows: 


— building of the new society and birth of the New Arab 
Mancannotbe achieved merely by change of political 
system and ownership system, but it is inevitable iz 
create new values and conceptions towards a certain 
civilized and human development its main principles 
are laid down and its trends are defined by the 17-30 
July 1968 Revolution. It is also indispensible to exert 
many sided effort for transformation of those principles 
and trends into legal rules forming the organizional 
frame for present and future society;'® 


— man is of superb value and question of building New 
Socialist Man is naturally the central goal of Planning in 
the form drawn: by the authority, ‘the ideological stand 
of our Party, our main believes and our continuous 
strategic views, put the human being, whether man or 
woman, as the target of struggle and as its fun- 


damental means’’;'2 


— “the revolution is the rising for freedom, conscious 
freedom at the service of people and human progress; 


18. LSRL, P. 5. 


19. About Revolution and Woman, Saddam Hussein, P. 20. 
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while there is no a real revolution if it is not put 
woman’s emancipation as its target, development of 


her matrial and cultural conditions’’;°° 


— ‘we are calling for acknowledgement of the equal 
position of woman with man in respect of the historic 
role of building the new society, the clear practical 
reflections which are required on her legal, social; 
political and economic position.’’@' 


Third - The Role in Interaction between President 
Saddam Hussein and the General Federation 
of Iraqi Women in Developing the Legal Status 
of Woman. 


President Saddam Hussein played the main role of 
establishing the ideological principle for correcting the legal 
status of woman, through his continuous follow ups for 
putting into force the legislations issued in this connection 
by revolutionary leadership and through his follow up to the 
cases which may arise and of which there are no previous 
legislative treatments to deal with. 


The President assured more than once in his sayings 
that we never let injustice to penetrate to the land of Iraq, 
while this assurance is connected in some way with the fact 
of his attention to the requests and complaints of the 


20. About Revolution and Woman, Saddam Hussein, P. 69. 


21. Ibid, P. 21. 
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citizens. He didn’t feel tired or bothered by receiving, 
handling and follow up these requests in order to save the 
wronged and heal their feeling of injustice for achieving 
justice and holification of Iraqi citizen humaness. 


President’s attention to Iraqi women’s requests which 
he receives directly or by correspondence or through 
telephone or by interview or through the General Federa- 
tion of Iraqi Women, reflects to us the level of the real extent 
of the President organic adhesion with the citizens. It is 
impossible for me in this regard to asses all these just 
practices, but | would like to give one example to show the 
role of our federation in solving the problems of Iraqi women 
and saving them from injusticve and oppression. | wish also 
to clarify President's response to the Federation attempt 
and his belief in the necessity of altering the woman 
position in the society by legislation and protecting, 
promoting and making happy the family because it is the 
fundamental cell of the nation and the woman in it 
represents the cornerstone. 


The chairman of the General Federation of Iraqi 
Women (GFIW) referred to the President’s office a letter 
from an Iraqi woman who was ordered by the court to 
evacuate the house which she occupied with her children 
after the case that was presented to the court by her 
husband who divorced her previously and left her with eight 
children following a marriage lasted 16 years during which 
she particiapted with him in building his life and saving the 
sum of money by which he bought the house. The chairman 
of GFIW requested the President to see the letter and to 
give order for stopping the decision of evacuation as a 
protection to that woman and her family. 
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The President responded favourably by issuing Re- 
solution No. 77 of 1983 under which the wife may continue 
to live three years without her husband in the house or 
apartment owned by him and in which she was living with 
him, according to a decision by the court who considers the 
case of divorce or separation at the request of the wife, 
provided that the wife shall not be the course of divorce or 
separation. 


This law which achieves justice and ensures the future 
of wife and children and reminds the husband of his moral 
and human obligations toward his wife and children may 
serve also as deterrent to divorce and preventice to family 
dissolution. 


Fourth - Woman Legal Status in Iraq under Legislative 
Policy. 


The legal reality of Iraqi woman status and its 
developments reflect the view of the revolution and the 
leader and the necessity of freeing the woman and 
developing her legal status on the one hand and on the 
other hand as a reflection of a long struggle and of woman 
cruel suffering against all causes of degeneration and 
injustice which she was suffering under that heavy yoke. 
Furthermore, it is a reflection of public consciousness and 
satifaction with her new legal status. 


The following is a review of the main laws which were 
enacted under the new legislative policy of 17 July 
Revolution and on different polotical, economic, education- 
al and social levels. 
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The Polotical Rights 


1. The Constitution: 


The Interim Constitution which was issued on 16 July 
1970 provides in Part Three, concerning fundamental 
duties and rights, that the woman shall enjoy equal rights 
with man in all fields and Article (19) provides: 


a) the citizens are equal before law, without disparity as to 
sex, race, language, social origin or religion; 


b) equal opportunities to all citizens are guaranteed within 
law limits. 


2. Law No. 55 of 1980 The National Assembly 


This law grants the woman right of election and nomina- 
tion to assembly membership. It states in Part Two/Chapter 
One/ the conditions of elector and nominee as follows: 


Article 12 - Every lragi, man or woman, has the right to be 
elector or nominee if he meets the conditions provided for in 
this Law. 


In 1980 election 16 women out of 19 were elected, 


while in 1984, 33 women out 46 women elected to the 
assembly. 
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3. Law No. 56 of 1980 The Legislative Assembly of 
Kurdistan Area Autonomy: 


This Law provides in Article (13) the following: 


Every Iraqi, man or woman, who lives in Kurdistan 
Area Autonomy has the right to elector or nominee. 


The Economic Rights 


1. Labour Law No. 151 of 1970 and Amendments 
thereof 


Article 79-85 of this Law organizes woman work and 
observes her biological conditions in case of her pregnancy 
and limits her working hours, grants her the right of enjoying 
leave during pregnancy and birth-giving. It provides also for 
fostering her child, gives her the right of nursing her child 
during work against a paid wage and putting her child ina 
nursery house attached to the place or work or rented by 
the factory management for fostering the children of women 
workers. 


2. Regulation No. 36 of 1972 Employment and Orga- 
nization of Women’s Work. 


This Regulation prevents employment of woman in 
some works which are unsuitable to her nature, such as 
hard, harmful and night works and which form a certain 
proportion of social and health risk to woman. 
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3. Law No. 39 of 1971 Workers Pension and Social 
Security and Amendments thereof. 


This Law also grants to woman worker the right of 
enjoying the leave of pregnancy and birth-giving against full 
salary and guarantees free health welfare to her and her 
child according to Articles 45-48. It entitles her to retire at 
the age of 55 years, 5 years less than the ordinary period of 
men retirement. Moreover, she can retire without age limit if 
her secured service amounts to 25 years, 5 years less than 
that of men, according to Article 65 of this Law. 


4. Agrarian Reform Law No. 117 of 1970 


This Law gives woman the right of economic independ- 
ence and to obtain a plot of land for reclamation and 
cultivation 


5. Law No. 43 f 1979 Farmers Cooperatives 
It entitles woman to participate in these cooperatives 
as a member equal to man in all the rights and duties 


provided by this Law. 


6. No. 94 of 1977 Law of Civil Service and Amendment 
thereof. 


According to this Law the female official deserves 
pregnancy and birth-giving leave of 72 days and she may 
enjoy a period of not less than 21 days before birth-giving. 


We may add that Resolution No. 534 dated 13.11.1979 
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of the Revolutionary Command Council grants the mother 
official or secured female worker motherhood leave of 6 
months she enjoys before her child completes four years of 
age and she may use the right four times against half of her 
salary or wages and her fixed allowances. 


7. Law No. 191 of 1975 Concerning Equality of Woman 
with Man in the following rights and priviliges: 


This Law grants woman the following priveliges: 


a) her income shall be deemed as independent of her 
busband income; 


b) she shall enjoy the legal exemptions in respect of 
income tax; 


c) she shall be paid marriage allowances; 


d) she shall be paid children allowances in case of 
non-payment of such allowances to her husband. 


Educational Rights 


1. Compulsory Education Law No. 118 of 1976 


This Law provides for the compulsory education for 
children of both sexes, 6-10 years of age, so it ensures 
equality in the right of education upto the end of primary 
stage, in addition to the resolution of education free of 
charge which makes it free for all stages of study and for all 
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students of both sexes and all the expenses relevant to 
study necessities are borne by the state. 


2. Law No. 92 of 1978 National Comprehensive Cam- 
paign for Illiteracy Eradication. 


Every illiterate citizen, male or female, 15-45 years of 
age, must go, according to this Law, to the centres of 
illiteracy eradication and popular schools. 


3. Law No. 132 of 1970 Higher Education and Scientific 
Research. 


Article 3 of this Law confirms that every citizen, in 
whom the scientific and objective conditions prescribed by 
this Law are available, is entitled to higher education. 


Social Rights 


1. Law of Personal Status No. 188 of 1959, Law No. 21 of 
1978 Second Amendment to the Law of Personal 
Status and other following amendments. 


A. The Nursery: 


Article 57 of the above deals with nursery provisions in 
such a way as to protect child’s interest and keepto the 
mother (the woman) her essential role in bringing up and 
taking care of the child in the following manner: 


— the mother is entitled, more than anyone else, to nurse 
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and breed the child in all conditions, unless that is 
harmful to the child, because the mother is more close 
to the child than his father and more understanding to 
child’s feelings and wishes than anyone else; but if it 
appears that the child will be harmed by remaining with 
his mother, the right of custody lapses from her; 


the age of custody is raised from age of 7 years to 10 
years and may be extended until completion of 15 
years of age if it is proved after consulting the medical 
and popular commitees that such extention will be 
good for the child; 


custody of the child may not be transferred to the father 
unless the mother breaks any of custody condition; 


if the father of the child dies or if he breaks any of 
custody conditions, the child will remain by his mother 
until he reaches the age of maturity and no one of his 
relations, women or men, may contest her right of 
custody. 


Marriage Contract: 


as a rule the person, male of female, must be fit for 
marriage and Para 1 of Article 7 of Personal Status 
Law provides that sound reason and completion of 18 
years of age are conditions for full capacity of 
marriage; 


it is permissible for a person who has completed 15 
years of age to marry by approval of his or her guardian 
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father as it is provided in Article 8; 


the Law provides that marriage contract shall be made 
before court of personal status and Article 10 imposes 
a punishment on anyone who contradict this provsion; 


no man may marry a second woman unless by concent 
of the court otherwise he shallbe separated from his 
first wife according to Article 45; 


marriage by force is deemed by the Law as invalid if 
the marriage is not consummated, while marriage by 
force is liable to punishment by Para 1 and 2 of Article 
9; 


the Law in Article 40 regards marriage outside the 
court by use of force and accompanied with con- 
summation as a reason for separation, because it is 
unreasonable to compel a wife to live with a husband 
she married him by force. 


Inheritance: 


the Law of Personal Status provides in Para 2 Article 
19 the following: 

‘The daughter or daughters, in case a son is not 
existent for the deceased, deserves the rest of the 
inheritance after deduction of parents, husband and 
the other spouce shares from the inheritance, and she 
deserves all the inheritance in case of non-existence of 
any of them.” 
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— Law No. 34 of 1983 Eighth Amendment to Personal 
Status Law added the folowing to Para 4 of Article 89: 
‘The sister of the whole blood shall be regarded as 
brother-german in connection with disinheritance.”’ 


These two amendments are in harmony with the 
principles of justice and spirit of the Islamic Law, since the 
daughter is more entitled to her father or mother inheri- 
tance, than any other relation, while the rank of the sister of 
whole blood is not less than of her brother-german. 


2. Law of Social Welfare No. 126 of 1980 


This Law has many safeguards for ensuring the social 
welfare to all the citizens during their life and to their 
families afterwards. It puts the woman on the same footing 
with man by regarding each of them as head of family. 
Article 15/1B states: 


‘For purposes of this Part of the Law, the husband or 
the wife or the oldest son in case of parents’ death 
shall be deemed as the head of family.”’ 


Article 1383/1 regards the widow or the divorced wife 
with a minor living with her as the person entitled to the 
salary in respect of family welfare. 

3. Law No. 78 of 1980 Potronage of Minors 

This Law governs the affairs of the minor and his 

relation with the guardian, custodian and trustee. It allo- 


cates a monthly maintenance to him in case of non- 
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existence of a person who spends on him. Article 34 prefers 
the mother as the guardian of her minor. 


4. Resolutions of the Revolutionary Command Council 
in respect of wife housing: 


A. Resolution No. 1611 dated 23.12.1982 


‘The inherited house may not be sold or its joint 
property may not be removed if it is occupied by the wife of 
the deceased as long as the wife lives, unless the wife 
agrees to the sale of the house or removal of its joint 
property, and such agreement must be made before the 
court which considers the action of joint property removal or 
before the competent department of Estate Registration in 
case of sale.” 


B. Resolution No. 1 dated 2.1.1983 


‘The court who considers the action of divorce or 
separation of the wife shall issue, at the request of the wife, 
a decision te remain after divorce or separation living 
without her husband in the house or apartment where she is 
living with him if it is owned by him and this decision shall be 
included in the judgment of divorce or separation.”’ 
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Conclusions 


If we analyse the laws and resolution issued after 


17-30 Glorious Revolution and dealt with various field of life 
and behaviour we will find the following: 


There is a clear target behind the legislator which has 
been drawn by the legislative policy; it endeavors to 
build a new personality for woman in general and to 
create in her the ability of making an independent 
decision in particular. Such decision starts from the 
personal dimensions connected with her course and 
related to her private life so as to reach at last to the 
dimension of political decision which qualifies her to 
take certain stands towards certain political and social 
matters in order to interact them really and voluntorily 
with the revolution and which gives to her and the 
revolution at the same time an impetus to life. 


These laws have the distinct feature of being gradually 
not simultaneously enacted which means that such 
process conforms to the time dimension and program- 
ming of total change process by which it becomes 
possible for these laws to play their effective role 
practically and not just as theoretical tools restricted to 
academic frame or ideological superiority faraway from 
reality. These laws are the result of a successful 
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legislative policy and its three links of the original past, 
current present and the aspired future are tied 
together. They translate the visions of the President in 
this field. H.E. says: 


‘According to our calculations we have reached to the 
necessity of correcting the woman position by laws, but 
we didn't offer these laws at an early time lest we 
divide the public opinion and let the retrogressive right 
obtain a cover through which some people polarize not 
for such laws but for the revolution.’’2 


— There is a periodical follow up by the President to see 
what may hinder the progress of woman liberation and 
to confirm her equal position to man, such follow up is 
represented by the resolutions issued by the Revolu- 
tionary Command Council which achieve woman 
interest and the general interest as well. 


Doubtless, such follow up has created in the masses a 
distinctive social consciousness and participated in chang- 


ing the view towards woman and to her rights, abilities and 
potentials. 


22. Saddam Hussein, About Revolution and Woman, P. 39. 
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LIST OF NAMES OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE 
BAGHDAD GATHERING OF WOMEN OF THE 
WORLD 
BAGHDAD, 4TH TO 8TH MARCH, 1985 


161 


AFGHANISTAN: 

1. Mrs. Jamila Blosha, Candidate for the Central Commit- 
tee of the Democratic Party membership, Member of 
the Women’s Democratic Organization of Afghanistan 
and the entire Revolutionary Women of Afghanistan. 

2. Mr. Gooljan Gulam Hadhra, Member of Central Council 
of the Union. 

3. Mr. Rafeeq Abdul Samad, Representative of the Afghan 
Embassy in Baghdad. 


ERITREA: 

1. Hanan Hassan Khalifa, President of General Federa- 
tion of Eritrean Women. 

2. Hayat Ibrahim, Member of General Federation of 
Eritrean Women. 


AUSTRIA: 
1. Babeluk Anita, Lecturer (Journalist). 


BANGLADESH: 

1. Mrs. Khorshidi Alam, President of Society of Voluntary 
Women of Bangladesh 

2. Mrs. Maluha Khatoon, President of the Society at 
Samati District. 

3. Mrs. Sayera Haq, Secretary General of Samati District. 

4. Mrs. Zekiya Sakhi, Former President of Society of 
Voluntary Women in Bangladesh. 
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BELGIUM: 


1. 


Carreras Mortinat, Head of Women in Alliance & 
Participation Party. 


2. Destree, Annette, Head of Islamic Studies Institute. 

3. Devoocht, Jacqueline, Psychiatrist and Editor of Chil- 
dren's Magazine. 

4. Gilissen, Jacqueline, Vice-President of European Arab 
Women’s Club. 

5. Valente Vivane, Head of Women In Christian Social 
Party. 

BRAZIL: 

1. Denise Manvredi, Journalist, Representing L.B.A. 
Association. 

2. Edyleea T.N. de Paula, Muster in Law and Federal 
Attorney at Law. 

3. Leda Lambert, Judge in the Federal Labor Tribunal. 

4. Luciara Silveria, Ph.D. in Human Science, University of 
Brazil. 

5. Mrs. Sa’diya Al-Hawwash, Journalist & Vice-President 
of Red Crescent Society. 

6. Antonina Maceda, Journalist and University Professor. 

CANADA: 

1. Mrs. Jennifer Cossett, Member of Parliament. 


CENTRAL AFRICA: 


1. 
Zz 


Josephine Moussa, Vice-President of U.F.C.A. 


Mra. Molobek Marie Anjelique, Member of the above 
Union. 
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CHILE: 

1. Maria Fovabbublas, Secretary of National Union of 
Women of Chile. 

2. Maria Dol Carmoln, Member of Foreign Affairs. 


TANZANIA: 

1. Gertrude K. Apaka, Member of Tanzania Women 
Organisation. 

2. Patima Anjanakmari, Member of Tanzania Women 
Organisation. 


CHINA: 

1. Yu Shy Jin, Secretary, Secretariat-General of All-China 
Women’s union. 

2. Liu Cong Min, Vice-President Asian and African Sec- 
tionn of the Union 


CONGO: 
1. Molosso Odile, Representative of Union of Revolution- 
ary Women of Congo. 


CUBA: 

1. Georgina Leyva Pagan, Member of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party in Cuba, Head of Cuban 
Women’s Delegation. 

2. H.E. Hector Angiles Pener, Ambassador of Cuba in 
Bagdad. 

3. Olga Herrera Careano, i/c. Foreign Relations in the 
Federation. 

4. Orlando Perez Victores, Aide of Mrs. G.L. Pagan. 

5. Mrs. Reqla Otero Rodrigoes, Wife of Cuban Ambassa- 
dor in Baghdad. 
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CYPRUS: 


1. 


Mrs. Christoforou Androya, Member of The Women’s 
Socialist Movement of Cyprus. 

Mrs. Erasmia Steloy Member of The Women’s Socialist 
Movement of Cyprus. 

Mrs. Themis Savvidoy, Member of The Women’s 
Socialist Movement of Cyprus. 


YEMEN (NORTHERN): 


i 


Emett Al-Rahim Abdul Karim Mutahhar, Ministry of 
Social Affairs 


2. Ferdows Mujahid Hassan Ghalib, Society of Yemeni 
Women. 

3. Mr. Abdullah Al-Bardooni, Poet. 

4. Mr. Mohammed Abdul Shatti, 

DJIBOUTI: 

1. Mrs. Fatima Ali, Federation of Djibouti Women. 

2. Mrs. Fatima Mohammed, Federation of Djibouti 

Women. 

3. Mrs. Fowziya Ahmed Al-Haj, Federation of Djibouti 
Women. 

EGYPT: 

1. Mrs. Anji Anmed Rushdi, Member of the Afro-Asian 
Council. 

2. Mrs. En’am Mohammed Ali, Director General in the 
Arabic Television. 

3. Samiya Hassan Sa’aati, University Prof. 

4. Su’add Hilmi, Editor-in-Chief of ““Hawwaa’”’ Magazine. 

5. Skeena Fu’aad, Editor-in-Chief of Radio & T.V. 


Magazine. 


165 


6. Salwa Al-Aamiri, Specialist in the National Centre. 

7. Seniya Salih, Senior Researcher. 

8. Suhair Lutfi, 

9. A’eda Al-Arabi Moussa, Editor in ‘Rose El-Youssif”’ 
Magazine 

10. Azeeza Hussein, 

11. Shaheera Al-Baz, Researcher in the National Centre. 

12. Awaatif Waali, Deputy Head of the Women’s Commit- 
tee of the Delegation. 

13. Farouq Shousha, Deputy Chief of Egyptian Broad- 
cast. 

14. Mrs. Fat’hiya Al-Assal, Member of the Administration 
Council of Cinematographic Unit. 

15. Dr. Fowziya Faheem, Under-Secretary of Ministry 

16. Dr. Layla Takla, University Professor. 

17. Mrs. Muna Karam, University Professor. 

18. Mrs. Mufeeda Hilmi, Journalist in the Kuwaiti “Al- 
Siyaasa’’ Newspaper. 

19. Dr. Huda Badran, President of ‘Friends of the 
People’ Society. 

20 Mrs. Ferdows Abdul Hameed, Artist. 

21. Mazeera Ali-Affendi, Journalist. 

FINLAND: 


1. 


Anneli Makinen, President of the National Council of 
Finnish Women. 


2. Olkan Ali, Member of the Islamic Organization. 

3. Suoma Laina Pohjanpalo, Vice-President of National 
Council of Finnish Women. 

FRANCE: 


1. 


Mrs. Irene de Leprowski, Renown Personality. 
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2. Mrs. Stella de Guiroye, Journalist 

3. Miss. Tata Atikio, Journalist. 

GAMBIA: 

1. Mrs. Coumba Marenah, Gambian Women’s Federa- 
tion. 

2. Mrs. Sally P.C. N’Jie, Gambian Women’s Federation. 


GERMANY (FEDERAL): 


1. 


Dr. Kohleiss AKNNEHLIES, Member of National Coun- 
cil of Womens Union of Germany 


2. Liselotte Nuesslein, As above. 

3. Staber Hildegard, As above. 

4. ) 

5. ) Reporters from German T.V. Station. 

6. ) 

LEBANON: 

1. Adfil Juwaidini Shaiboob, Journalist 

2. Fitna Abdul Salam Msika Bar, University Prof. and 
Member of Executive Bureau of Union of Lebanese 
University Women. 

3. Ameera Nasreddin Yahya, Member of the Permanent 
Bureau of the Union. 

4. Dina Wisada Al-Haiyal Secretary of Women’s Wommit- 
tee of Beirout. 

5. Mrs. Nowfa Sayigh Baz, i/c. of Convention of Lebanese 
Women. 

6. Mrs. Afeefa Mohammed Ali Al-Seiyid, Vice President of 
Women’s Union 

7. Mrs. MKUNA Hassan Diyaab, Ph.D. in Philosophy. 

8. Zuhour Mahmoud Dhaafir, Secretary of Commission of 


Women. 
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9, Hiba Fa’ez al-Qaisi, i/c. of Convention of Lebanese 
Women. 

10. Semiya Nahhas, Secretary of Child & Mother Care 
Society. 

11. Meriam Abu-Jawdah, Journalist at ‘‘Dar-El-Saiyaad”’ 


TURKEY: 
1. Muserrif Hekimoghlu, Political and Information Perso- 
nality. 


2. Birgan Kelesh, Member of Executive Committee of 
Social-Democratic Party. 


GREECE: 

1. Catherine Lazaris, General Secretary of K.E.G.M.E 
and Member of E.G.E. 

2. Mrs. Marina Efraimoglou, Member of Union of New 
Democratic Women. 

3. Mrs. Kalavri Slotoy, Member of Union of Greek 
Women, Bassok. 

4. Mrs. Athena Lanara, Secretary in Union of New 
Democratic Women. 

5. Despina Logiadou, Member of Iraqi-Greek Friendship 
Society, Member of Union of Greek Women, Bassok. 

6. Mrs. Margareta Stanroula, Journalist. 

7. Mrs. Theodora Doulia, Member of Union of Greek 
Women, Bassok. 

8. Mrs. Theodorski Andriani, Journalist. 

9. Theofani Zervou, Member of the Mediterranean Re- 
search Centre. 


HUNGARIA: 
1. Dr. Elisabeth Kaponti, University Prof., Member of 
Hungarian Peace Council. 


168 


2. Dr. LKEVIA Dulsak, Member of Central Committee of 
Labour Party and Member of Presidency of Hungarian 
Peace Council. 

3. Lilla Mikes, Head of Relations Section in the Society of 
Artists. 

4. Sabo Estefani, Interpreter. 

INDIA: 

1. Krishna Chawla, Member of A,I|-India Womens Confer- 
ence. 

2. Najma Akbar Ali Bibatullah Deputy Chairman of Parlia- 
ment of India. 

3. Nasira Sherma, Journalist. 

4. Sarojini Varaoappan, President of All-India Womens 
Conference. 

INDONESIA: 

1. Mrs. Enny A. Busire, Vice President ‘“‘Kowani’’ the 
Indonesian Women’s Congress. 

2. Mrs. Marwati Umar Said, Member of Organization's 
Council. 

3. Surtinah Wirosukatgo, Second President of Perwari 
Organization 

4. Mrs. Djumilah Hermawan , Member of Perwari Orga- 
nization’s Council. 

IRAN: 

1. Lalah Moeen, President of the Society of the Society for 
the Defense of Women’s rights in Iran. 

ITALI: 


1. 


Mrs. Alba Dini, Italian Women’s Centre. 
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JAPAN: 


1. 


Mrs. Keiko Okuda, A. Renown Personality. 


2. Kinuyo Oiura, A Renown Personality. 

3. Mrs. Nobuko Takahashi, i/c. Women’s Affairs at Prime 
Minister's Bureau. 

4. Rinko Yamazaki, President of Union of Japanese 
Women of Pacific Ocean Countries. 

JORDAN: 

1. Mrs. Na’efa Al-Mijali, Head of Karak Branch of Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Women. 

2. Mrs. Josephine Moussa, Member of a Branch of above 
Federation. 

3. Mrs. Jameela Shahir Al-Talib, Member of the above 
Federation. 

4. Mr. Abdul Raheem Mohammed Umar, Poet. 

KENYA: 

1. Rahab W. Mwatha, Secretary of National Council of 
Women of Kenya. 

2. Mrs. Jesephone Kamau, Member of Executive Com- 
mittee of National Council of Women of Kenya. 

KUWAIT: 

1. Su’aad Al-Sabah, A Reknown Literary Personality. 

2. Dalal Faisal Al-Zein, President of Kuwaiti Red Crescent 
Society. 

3. Fatima Eissa Al-Salih, President of ‘Al-Fataat’’ Club. 

4. Fatima Yousif Al-Elli, Journalist, 

5. Sulafa Mohammed Labeeb, Member of the Cultural 
society 

6. Siham Al-Friyih, University Prof. in Kuwait University 
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7. Hiya Abdul Rahman Abdul Ghani, Official. 

8. Haifaa’ Abdul Muhsin Al-Sigar, Member of Women’s 
Cultural Society. 

9. Tahani Al-Porugali, Journalist in “Al-Majalis’’ maga- 
zine. 

10. Amal Al-Saayear, Women’s Cultural and Social Socie- 
ty of Kuwait. 

LIBYA: 

1. Khadeeja Ahmed, General Federation of Libyan 
Women - President 

2. Fowziya Mohammed, General Federation of Libyan 
Women - Vice-President. 

3. Mardhiya Ramadhan, General Federation of Libyan 
Women - Member 

MADAGASCAR: 

1. Mrs. Rakotobe Nelly, Representative of the Permanent 
Commission for protecting the Rights of Human & Child 
in Madagascar. 

2. Mrs. Tombohasy Laurent Meirese, i/c, of Women’s 
Crganizations in Madagascar. 

MALAYSIA: 

1. Mrs. llani Isahak, Member of Executive Committee for 
Women of Malaysia. 

2. Mrs. Rokiah Bt Zainudin, i/c. of Women’s Bureau in the 
Amno Party. 

3. Mrs. Halima Bt Rasoul, Member of Malaysian Women’ 


Council. 


MALDIVES: 


1. 


Mrs. Fatimah Jameel, President of Maldev Women’s 
Federation. 


2. Mrs. Khadeeja Mohammed, Member of the Federation. 

MAURITIUS: 

1. Permessur Lalita, Head of Ilragi-Mauritius Friendship 
Society. 

2. Doba Zovbefda, Secretary of Iraqi-Mauritius Friendship 
Society. 

MEXICO: 

1. Corina Cadena, Representing Foreign Relations’ 
Bureau in the Governing Party. 

2. Engriveta Monzalvo de Arieola, i/c. Women’ Federation 
in the Shoyuwa. 

3. Maria de Lourdes Gonzales, Women’s Federation in 
the Hydalgo. 

MOROCCO: 

1. Fatima Al-Thahabi, National Federation of Moroccan 
Women 

2. Halima Albouri, National Federation of Moroccan 
Women 

3. Fatima Al-Hassar, Moroccan League for Child Welfare. 

4. Mrs. Khadeeja Mes’hak, Moroccan League for Child 

Welfare. 

5. Mr. Najeeb Khadari, Poet. 


PALESTINE: (International Organization): 


1. 


Najlaa’ Adil Yaseen, General Directorate of Palestinian 
Women. 
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2. Eidad Abdul Raheem, General Directorate of Palesti- 
nian Women. 

PHILLIPPINES: 

1. Adelina Rodriguez, Honorary President of Metro Manila 
Women’s Council. 

2. Faliciana Reyes, President of University Women’s 
Society. 

3. Leonarda Camacho, President of Metro Manila 
Women’s Council. 

4. Minerva G. Laudico, Vice-President of Civil Council of 
Philippine Women. 

5. Trinidad A. Gomez, Vice-President of Society of 
Women Crusaders. 

PORTUGAL: 

1. Bonina Brandao Pedro, Bureau of Women’s Affairs in 
Prime Minister’s Office 

2. Maria Isabel Cabral, Women’s Movement of Social 
Democratic Party 

3. Maria Joae Sande Lemos, Women’s Movement of 
Social Democratic Party 

4. Amelia Azeudo, Member of the European Parliament. 

ROMANIA: 

1. Rada Mocano, Under-Secretary at Ministry of Culture 
and Education. 

2. Maria Dobrisan, National Congress of Women in 
Romania. 

SEMEGAL: 


1. 


Mrs. Fadiop Geuy Sall, Vice-President of Federation of 
Senegal Women. 
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2. Mrs. Sally Pavol, Asst. Secretary General, of Federa- 
tion of Senegal Women. 

3. Mrs. Mimona Faye, i/c. of Culture in Federation of 
Senegal Women 


SINGAPORE: 
1. Chia Boonmeo Susy, Federation of Singapore Women. 
2. Renee Balagopal, Federation of Singapore Women 


SOMALIA (Western): 

1. Halima Youssif Hussein, Vice-President of Women’s 
Federation of Western Somalia. 

2. Na’ma Ali Yassin, Directorate of Foreign Relations. 


SOMALIA: 
1. Aminah Tajaya Bayana, Head of Foreign Relations 
Section. 


2. Enab Adam Ahmed, Head of Inspection and Observa- 
tion in the Democratic Federation of Somalia. 


SPAIN: 

1. Maria Piedad Martin, Deputy Director of Publication at 
the Womens Institute in the Ministry of Education of 
Spain. 

2. Flor Gomes i/c. Information Bureau of the Central 
Social Democratic Party 


SRI LANKA: 
1. Mrs. Chinta Blala, S.L.F.P. 
2. Mrs. Fouz Nazick, Union of Muslim Women. 
3. Lalani Chandra Latha, Union of Librals of Sri Lanka. 
4. Kingampalage Dona, Women’s Federation of the 
governing National Party. 
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5. Rowena Ahlip, Vice President of Muslim Women’s 
Association. 

6. Samanta Devi Mahamaya, President of Women’s 
Federation of governing National Party. 


SUDAN: 

1. Salwa Hassan Hussein, Member of Central Committee 
and the Executive Bureau’ of Women’s Federation of 
Sudan. 

2. Ihsan Abdul Majid Mohammed Ali, Member of Central 
Committee of Women’s Federation of Sudan. 


SWITZERLAND: 
1. Rose-Marie Giostarwiborle, Journalist, 


THAILAND: 
1. Yachitr Yuuaboon, Secretary-General of the Federa- 
tion. 


2. Kontang Bantong Niwasabat, Chairman of the National 
Council of Women of Thailand. 


TUNIS: 

Mrs. Nayla Ben Ammar, 

Fatima Bint Alala Bin Mansour, Member of Parliament, 
Hayat Bou Tiba, Artist. 

Al-Moncif Bin Al-Hussein Al-Mizghani, Poet. 

Mrs. Seiyida Agqrabi, Organization of Arab Labor. 
Mohammed Al-Awni, Poet. 

Jelila Sweed, Journalist. 

Zainab Bin Saeed, Journalist. 


OF eh Ie 
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SOVIET UNION: 
1. Mrs. Roza Beimuratova, Soviet Women’s Committee. 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: 
1. Mrs. Moza Mohammed Ibrahim Al-Taghi, 
2. Mrs. Roqaiya Mohammed Ahmed. 


UNITED KINGDOM: 
1. Mrs. Peggy Reily, Journalist, 
2. Mrs. Marion Wolfson, Journalist. 


UNITED STATES: 

1. Ann Lein, Curator of Museum. 

2. Dolores HKISMEH, Union of Arab Women of America. 
3. Grehen Maynes, 

4. Karima Mogannam, Union of Arab Women of California 
Branch. 

Michaela Walsh, 

Mathea Falco, Lecturer. 

Tavena Sanchew, Organization of Red-Indian Women 
Patricia R. Dockham, Journalist 

Kathleen Manalo, Institute of Middle-East. 
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VENEZUELA: 

1. Delly Salazar Hoffmann, Federation of Venzuelan 
Women of Democratic Party 

2. Maria Cristina Arvelo, Federation of Venzuelan Women 
of Democratic Party 

3. Rosa Caldera, Women’s Federation of Socialist Party 
Movement, Journalist. 
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ZAMBIA: 
1. Kankasa B.C. Hory, Head of the Zambian Delegation. 
2. Mrs. Kashumba _ ) 

) Federation of Zambian Women. 
3. Agnes Chama D., ) 


BAHRAIN: 

1. Mrs. Fa’eza Al-Ziyani, 

2. Mrs. La’la Al-Ziyani, Ministry of Culture. 

3. Mrs. Hussa Al-Khimairi, Ministry of Culture. 

4. Mrs. Muna Al-Zaiyani, Ministry of Social Affairs, 

5. Mrs. Muneera Ahmed Fakhro, Union of Women. 

6.. Mrs. Nora Fakhro, Union of Women. 

7. Mrs. Tifla Al-Khalifa, Journalist. 

AHWAZ: 

1. Mrs. Khadeeja Abboud, President of Anwez Women's 
Federation 

2. Mrs. Majeeda Yassir, Member of Ahwez Women’s 
Federation 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA: 


1. Mrs. Irena Lerova, Wife of Minister of Finance. 

2. Mrs. Maria Melcicka, Czechoslovak Union of Women. 

3. Mrs. Jana Shpishkova, Editor-in-Chief in the Borad- 
casting Station. 


BULGARIA: 

1. Mrs. Kata Dinya, Member of Executive Bureau of the 
Committee of tthe Movement of Bulgarian Women. 

2. Mrs. Romiana Oxdanova, Member of International 
Relations Bureau. 
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POLAND: 


1. 


Mrs. Zofia Nowicka, Vice-President Pllish Women’s 
Movement. 


2. Mrs. Bokoslawa Pudelska, Director of Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

3. Mrs. Barbara Stasko, Journalist. 

GHANA: 

1. Mrs. Elizabeth Akpalu, National Council of Women and 
Development. 

2. Mrs. Agnes Afriyie Amankwa, National Council of 
Women and Development. 

IRAQ: 

1. Manal Younis Abdul Razzaq, President of the General 
Federation of Iraqi Women 

2. \ftikhar Anmed Ayoub, Vice-President of GFIW, Plan- 
ning and Supervising Secretary. 

3. Ma’arib Anmed Kamal, Vice-President of GFIW, Exter- 
nal Relations Secretary. 

4. Layla Hussein Ma’rouf, Member of Executive Bureau, 
Family Affairs Secretary. 

5. Nawal Sabri Al-Azzawi, Member of Executive Bureau, 
Administrative and Financial Affairs Secretary. 

6. Majida Hussein Al-Sa’ad, Member of Executive 
Bureau, Social Mobilization Secretary. 

7. tlham Abdul Hameed, Member of Executive Bureau, 
Cultural Development Secretary. 

8. Sajida Al-Mousawi, Member of Executive Bureau, 
Information and Public Relations Secretary. 

9. Hayfa’ Abdul Rahman, Secretary General of General 


Federation of Iraqi Women. 
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10. Nuha Khalil Ismaiel, Member of Executive Bureau of 


the G.F.I.W. 


Regional And International Organizations: 


1. 


2. 


Mr. George Abu-Jowdah, UN Development Program- 
me in Baghdad, 

Mrs. Thoraiya Obaid, Representutive of ECWA, Bagh- 
dad. 

Miss. Pia Monica Almigre, i/c. Foreign Relations at 
W.H.O., Geneva, Non-Governmental Organization. 
Miss. Sba’ Amru Arfat, Representative of International 
Organization for the Employemnt of Palestinian Re- 
fugees, Geneva. 

Mr. Gaston Kung, Programmes Coordinator in Middle- 
East International Union of Child Welfare, Geneva. 
Mr. Andrea Roget, Secretary General of International 
Association of Family Unions, Paris. 

Mrs. Laurie Desberk, Representative of Human 
Rights Committee, USA 

Mrs. Lubna Hijaz, Representing General Islamic 
Conference, Pakistan. 

Mrs. A’esha Kowat Asitu, Representing Organization 
of African Women, Algeria. 

Mrs. Malabeka Jatirji, Representing Women’s Interna- 
tional Democratic Federation, Berlin. 

Mrs. Asmahan Bdeir Saidawi, President of Union of 
Arab Women in Rrance. 

Mrs. Khadeeja Khali, President of Union of Muslim 
Women in France. 

Mrs. Valerie Michelot, Representing the International 
Alliance of Women, London. 

Mrs. Mira Kokassis, President of International Union 
of Refugee Women, Sweden. 
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15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 
19. 


Mrs. Castalia Motshabi Malek, Pan A _fricanist Con- 
gress of Azania (S.A.) 

Mrs. Diana Thamaji, Pan Africanist Congress of 
Azania (S.A.) 

Mrs. A’eda Kharoub, President of Association of 
Islamic Unions in Canada and the United States of 
America. 

Mrs. Shamiyoun Ali, Member of the above Association 
Dr. Najiya Abdulla, General Federation of Arab 
Women, Baghdad. 
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